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73/3       Ranchi Jesuits, Sadbhavna P.B. - 4, Ranchi - 834001, Jharkhand March 2014

APPOINTMENTS
Pope Francis has appointed:

Fr. Massimo Pampaloni (ITA), Fr. Philippe Luisier (HEL), Fr. Michael Kuchera (MAR),
Fr. Georges Ruyssen (BSE), Consultants of the Congregation for Oriental Churches.

Father Ernesto Giobando SJ  Bishop of Appiaria and Auxiliary Bishop of Buenos Aires (Argentina).

Father General has appointed:

Father Gianfranco Matarazzo Provincial of the Italian Province (ITA).

ANNOUNCEMENT

TRIBUTE TO FR HERMAN RASSCHAERT SJ
A Martyr for Peace & Brotherhood

To Commemorate 50th Anniversary of Martyrdom of Fr. Herman Rasschaert SJ, there are Three
Impor tant Public Functions to pay tribute to the Heroic Martyr for Peace and Brotherhood:

Sunday, 6 April 2014
There will be in Kutungia a Solemn Programme from 8.45  am to 3.30 pm: the Blessing of the graveyard,
the Solemn Eucharistic celebration presided by His Eminence Telesphore Cardinal Toppo, a short cultural
progamme, festive meal for all, and at 2.30 Blessing of the renewed shrine in Gerda where Father  Herman
was killed.

Monday, 7April 2014
The programme will be at Gerda from 9.30 pm to 2.30 pm: Declaration of Gerda as a new parish,
Solemn Eucharist presided by Most Rev Anand Jojo, son of the soil, Cultural Programme and festive
Meal.

Thursday, 10 April 2014
There will be a Public Civic Function  in the Auditorium of St. Xavier’s College, Ranchi from 3.00 to
5.00 pm, followed by tea. This is a joint effort by the Ranchi Jesuit Society and the Jharkhand
Sadbavna Manch. Former Chief Justice Narayan Roy, Chair of Jharkhand Human Rights Commission,
will be Chief Guest. Swami Agnivesh, Prof Ahmad Sajjad and Mrs. Vandana Dadel will address the
audience.

On this occasion there also will be the release of a booklet on Fr. Herman Rasschaert SJ written by
Fr. Louis Francken SJ., both in English A Man of Humanity, a Man of God, and in Hindi Maanwataa
ke Pujari, Ishbhakt se Puuran. This will be available during the three above mentioned functions, and
in Satya Bharati, LNN Office and XISS.
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INFORMATION

v SCHOLASTICS GET-TOGETHER:  May 17 (eve.) to 20, 2014, at Noadih Parish.

v RANCHI PROVINCE DA YS: May 21 (eve.) - 23 (eve.), 2014, at Manresa House & XISS

v Application Forms (Rs. 500/-) for Nursing at Holy Family Hospital Mandar  are available from
March 15 to May 15, 2014. Course: GNM; Eligibility: 10+2 Science+Arts+Com.; Age: 17-24 Years.
Phone: 09973092407; E-mail - hfhnsgman@rediffmail.com

INSTITUTIONS & HOUSES

St. Ignatius School Gumla
A team of 36 High School and Inter-College boys
and girls took part in the Chakravyuh- a mega event
of sports and athletics held at St. Mary's Samtoli.
In the Inter college and plus two categories our boys
and girls lifted the overall championship. Karamchand
and Etawari Kumari of St Ignatius were declared the
best athletes.

AROUSE convened an MDGs programme at
St. Xavier's Doranda to sensitize people to protect the
environment, and save the mother earth. On 7th, there
was stakeholder workshop on "Role of Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) in Education System
and the Prospective Beyond 2015". On 12th,
Fr. Thomas Barla flew to Belgium to attend official
meetings with our collaborators regarding the MDGs
progammes.

As the Matric and Intermediate exams began the
school campus looked crowded. Those of us busy in
the school remained always on our toes. On 23rd,
despite busy and hectic schedule we took some time
to relax and share companionship by going for our
community picnic to Bardih Parish. Coming together
of two Jesuit communities enhanced our joy and
celebration. Thanks to Bardih brethren for receiving
us willingly and generously.  Feb. 27 was yet another
wonderful and joyous day for us Jesuits of the Shankh
Zone who came together in Kunkuri at the bank of the
Eeb River. This inter province mutual sharing deepened
our Jesuit companionship and energized us for our
mission.

Fr. Sanjay D. Ekka

Mary's High School, Samtoli

After a gap of a couple of years the Chakravyuh started
on Feb.7 with lighting of mashal at Mahaveer Chowk
Simdega by Mr. Enos Ekka, the MLA of Kolebira
constituency. Thereafter mashal was brought to
Fr. Joseph Moens stadium at St. Mary’s High School

Samtoli by a group of athletes escorted by the school
teachers on motor bikes. The national flag and the
Chakravyuh flags were hoisted. The competition
was declared open by Mr. Ekka. Mr. Birsa Manjhi,
Vice-President of the Zila Parishad, Mr. Neil Justin
Beck and Mr. Rakesh Lakra, the Ward members, were
present on this occasion. The honoured guests were
welcomed by Fr. Philemon Ekka, the Principal of
St. Mary’s High School and Inter College. It was
followed by welcome dances by St. Mary's boys and girls.
In his address Mr. Enos Ekka advised the participants
to give due importance to sports and athletics also
because these give ample job opportunities.

There were 415  participants (High school
boys: 11 teams; H. S. girls: 9 teams; Inter College boys
and girls: 4 teams each) of 23 High Schools and
4 Inter Colleges from Simdega, Gumla, Khunti and
Ranchi districts participating in this mega event.
Various events were conducted by the teachers of
St. Mary’s and U.C. Samtoli under the guidance
of Frs. Philemon Ekka, Sikander Tirkey and Ireneus
Toppo.

On the final day (Feb. 9th) the Hon'ble Education
Minister Smt. Geetashree was the Chief Guest of the
day. She arrived here around 4.30 p.m and was accorded
a very warm welcome with two action songs Nagpur
Ker Kora and Johar Jharkhand presented by the boys
and girls of St. Mary's and U.C. She witnessed a few
items, especially the relay races. She gave away the
prizes and spoke encouraging words to the students
and all present there. Though she had planned to be
with us only for some time, when she saw the grandeur
of the event she remained here for almost two hours. It
was really a grand success. In the High School category
St. Peter’s Tongo  and Janta School Noadih were the
Champions for boys and girls respectively while
St. Ignatius +2 boys and girls were the Champions in
Inter College category. The best athletes: High school
(boys) - Suman Minj (St. Peter’s Tongo), High school
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(girls) - Neelu Ekka (Janta School Noadih), Inter
College (boys) - Karamchand Toppo (St. Ignatius +2
Gumla) and), Inter College (girls) - Etwari Kumari
(St. Ignatius +2 Gumla). Many of the prizes were
donated by some of our well wishers. Big thanks to them.

On 10th, Frs. Christopher Lakra and Alex Ekka
arrived here to conduct a two-day workshop on
Renewal for the Simdega zone. Leaving aside our
daily educational and pastoral works, all the
19 members of Simdega zone took active part in the
workshop guided by our two facilitators.

On  Feb. 21, Fr. Vijay M. Tirkey took the staff of
the English Medium School to Puri and Bhubaneshwar
for an excursion. Schs Pradeep Soreng and James
Peter Balmuchu also joined them. They were back to
St. Mary’s on 24th. SS +2 was the centre for our
Matric Board examinees while U.C Girls’ H. S was the
centre for Intermediate students. Board exams were
conducted from Feb. 21 onward.

On Feb.27, the members of  the Shankh zone,
namely, Loyola Kunkuri, Shanti Bhavan Jashpur,
Gumla and Simdega Zones had an annual picnic at the
bank of Eeb River close to Kunkuri. It was a good
chance to strengthen our bond of friendship as members
of the Society.

Fr. I saac Tete

St. Michael’s Residence Khunti

On Feb. 1 Matric boys of Loyola hostel were given
farewell. Special prayers were offered for them for
their success in the Board Exams. Fr. Augustine
encouraged them to work hard. Fr Patrick gave them
a file and a pen as signs of best wishes.

On the following day, Frs. Patrick, Pradeep,
Amrit and Br. Basil went to Bundu to participate in
the Final Vows Celebration of Frs. George Paul Burh
and John Anuranjan Beck. Again on the feast of
St. John De Britto, Frs. Patrick, Pradeep and Br. Basil
were in Saparom to pray and congratulate Fr. Anthres
Minj who took his Final Vows on this day.

A group of Athletes, accompanied by three
teachers, left on Feb. 6 for Samtoli to take part in the
Chakravyuh. Fr. Augustine was present on the final
day to give them moral support. They came back
with three gold, two silver and one bronze medals,
and lot of enriching experiences. On 8th, CLC boys and
girls went to Rani Fall for their annual picnic.
They shared the buses with Karra School as a sign of
their concern for their needy brethren.

On the occasion of 200th anniversary of the
Restoration of the Society, Zonal workshop was held
on Feb. 13 and 14 in which 28 Jesuits were present.
Frs. Alex Ekka and Louis Francken were the resource
persons. Everyone appreciated the programme and
all are inspired by it.

On Feb. 19, Hoffmann Social Centre conducted
a social awareness programme on Our Heritage and
Culture for the High School boys. Boys were happy
and satisfied for getting such an opportunity to learn
new things. On 21st, the Matric and Intermediate Exams
started due to which all the classes for the High School
were suspended. The next day, Frs. Patrick, Amrit and
Br Basil went to Dolda to join the Final Vows
celebration of Fr. Zacharias.

Ranchi St. Xavier’s College Community took
initiative to make Feb. 27 a special day by bringing all
Jesuits working in Khunti Zone together for a picnic
at Dolda. All the Jesuits of the Zone appreciate
Fr. Rector and community for their goodwill and
thoughtfulness. It was truly a happy moment to be
together.

Fr. Amrit Lakra

Vidya Jyoti Delhi

A sequence of remarkable episodes fabulously
knitted the month of February. The 3rd years had
their Ad Auds exam from Feb.3-8. On 7th, we had a
community mass for the repose of late Mrs.Grace
Das the departed wife of Mr. Das our head cook.
On the same evening we had a recollection talk
by Fr. Anil D’Almeida which churned us spiritually
from within. On the Valentine’s Day we had a talk on
Inter-cultural Theology by Dr. Franz, an Austrian
Diocesan priest. The next day, Frs. Francis Minj,
John Mundu and Sch. Bipin Tirkey arrived in
Vidyajyoti for the PAC meeting which ended on
Feb. 21. We taruns were elated to see our gurus,
and so we unanimously planned and decided to pay
gurudakshina. Our gurubhakti towards them was
expressed with an Agape dinner on 19th. On 16th

afternoon, Prof. Dr. Leo from the Gregorian
University addressed the scholastics on Public
Theology.

Feb.22nd was a historic day in the lives of
forty-one 3rd year theologians who were ordained
deacons by Most Rev. Archbp Anil Couto, D.D. of
Delhi Archdiocese. Congratulations and best
wishes to Deacons Ajit Kalyan Kujur, Ravi Bhushan
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Xess and Suresh Marcus Aind. The whole Vidyajyoti
and College community were actively involved to
make this memorable event a success. Special
thanks to Fr. Medard who prepared the deacons
both spiritually and liturgically. From the next
day onward the deacons have begun breaking the
Word of God both in the house and college
chapels. Praise the Lord! Br. Patras had a narrow
escape while travelling in a rickshaw which got
topsy-turvy in the middle of a busy street. Fr. Milli is
busy dusting his notes on Psalms as he prepares
himself to take classes for the 3rd years. Rosario
seems to be putting on weight as he is one of the
new members in the kitchen committee.

Deacon Ravi
Tarunoday

We started the month of February with the
community picnic on the bank of a nearby river in
the Birsa University Campus. The picnic was well
organized by the kit-com which was much
appreciated by all. We also had a cricket match in
two groups. From Feb. 3 the second year students
studied the gospel according to St. Mathew by
Fr. Biju, while the 1st year men had Anthropology of
Religion by Fr. Francis. On 12th, the community
participated in the Janakrosh Rally organized
by Bandhan Tigga and group on the Morhabadi
ground on the issue of the Red Border Saree of
Our Lady. There was a huge crowd and the unity of
the tribal was seen in the Rally. On 14th, Sch. Bipin,
Frs. Francis and John left for Delhi to attend the
PAC Meeting and returned enthused on 21st. On 17th,
Fr. Shailendra Bara came to RTC to teach the
Gospel according to St. Mark to the first years
and continued till the following month. At the
same time the 2nd years journeyed with St. Paul to
be zealous preachers and missionaries guided
by Fr. Ignatius Tete. On 22nd, Fr. Henry went to
Dolda for the final profession of  Fr. Zak Purti.
On 23rd, Sch. Bipin and Sch. Pradeep joined
Prem Nagar, one of our ministry places, for picnic.

The Tarun scholastics started breaking the
word of God in different places from 24th onward.
The 1st years delivered their homilies in the
community and the 2nd years in the parish and
CIP. Again on 26th, we participated in the Rally
organized by Bandhu Tirkey and group on
the Morhabadi ground. The theme of this Rally was
the demand for the Domicile Niti in Jharkhand.

On 27th, we had a community meeting in view of
the Lenten preparation which was followed by the
living group dinner.

 Sch. Pradeep Tirkey

DNC Pune

The month of February kicked off with the closing
ceremony of a two-day De Smet-de Marneffe
International Conference in JDV, with its theme
“The Fusion of the Eastern and Western Hermeneutics”.
On 2nd, we celebrated Khassi picnic with our JDV
and DNC workers. On 8th, Rt. Rev. Valerian D’Souza
Bishop emeritus of Pune ordained 35 deacons in the
Papal Seminary Chapel. Ten of them were Jesuits.
DNC organized a felicitation programme in the
evening to congratulate the newly ordained deacons.

Chotanagpur Cultural Committee and Santal
Ministry group kept themselves busy with the
preparation for the Annual Pune Santal Association
Baha Porob. The Pune Santal Association includes
the Santali people residing in Pune and Mumbai.
The Baha Porob was celebrated on 16th. It was a
fusion of Santals both Christians and non-Christians.
The ‘Dobo Johar’  was the centre of attraction.

On 21st, the JDV Philosophy Department
organizeda one-day Inter College Philosphy
Conference. The theme of the conference was Gender
Discrimination in Science, Society and Religion.
Students from different colleges of Pune University
and JDV presented their papers. The 1st year Ranchiites
participated in a two-day Science and Spirituality
Seminar at Lonavla, on the 22-23. Regular lectures on
Philosophy concluded on 27th.

Sch. Vally

Loyola College Chennai

The month of Feb. was a blessed one as everyone
experienced good health of body and mind. Loyola
College conducted the annual sports day on  Feb.7
for ‘Shift-I’  and on Feb.8 for ‘Shift-II’. Students
represented their respective departments in the
march past. All the participants were excited and
elated with Olympic spirit of sports.

Fr. Erenius attended a meeting of Jesuits in
Science and Technology Forum of South Asian
Assistancy held on Feb. 15 and 16 at St. Joseph’s
College, Bangalore. The Jesuit community of
Arrupe Niwas hosted it and Fr. Praveen Martis
(Rector and Principal) was the local organizer.
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Fr. S. Ignacimuthu the coordinator of the Forum
conducted the proceedings of the meeting. Totally
28 Jesuits from twelve different provinces of India
and Sri Lanka participated. The fields encompassed
were: cloud computing, fuzzy logic, solar and wind
energy, clear water, drug discovery related to various
diseases, organic farming, biosensors, functional
analysis, plant tissue culture, conservation, biodiversity,
waste management, biodiesel, vermin-compost and
eco-planning. The participants emphasized the need
for taking up research in the field of ecology. In the
evening of the first day the participants were taken
on a study tour of the campus to have first-hand
experience of the research facilities and solar panels
provided in the college. Later they were also taken
to Indian Institute of Science Bangalore to visit the
world class Nano-science facility.

On Feb.20 community celebrated diamond
jubilee of our spiritual father, Fr. Maliyakal in
the Society of Jesus. To make  the evening more
enjoyable Schs. Sameer, Alok and Levi (ETR)
performed a beautiful dance which was well
appreciated by all.

Loyola College conducted “ 86th Graduation Day
Ceremony” on Feb. 22. Hon’ble Justice R. Sudhakar,
Madras High Court delivered the Graduation Day
Address and the rank holders were awarded for
the year 2012-13.

In commemoration of the 200th Anniversary of
the Restoration of Society of Jesus and 175th

anniversary of New Madurai Jesuit Mission a
seminar on “Reading the footprints and Making
History” was conducted for the Jesuits in and
around Chennai on Feb. 27. On the same evening
Fr. Charles Borges, S.J., from Maryland Province
addressed the gathering on “Suppression of the
Society of Jesus” which certainly motivated everyone
to become a better Jesuit.

Fr. Erenius& Sch. Sameer

Patrachauli

Finally, the work on the new building of Ladda
village-school began on Feb. 3. Thanks to the efforts
of Fr. George Kerketta S.J; a new plot of land
was donated for this purpose by a villager.  A part
of the plot had been used for the brick kiln, so it was
necessary to level it for the building site. The
construction work is going on smoothly and
pretty fast.

On Feb. 4, all three of us participated in the
Ceremony of the Final Vows of Fr. Anthres Minj at
Saparom. The School staff and students and
some of the parishioners saw to it that it was a
memorable day.

Our Middle School and the Janta High
School had the Sports’ Day on 7th. Two village
schools of Ladda and Purio also had been invited
for the occasion. The month of February was one of
picnics. The staff picnic to the Jonha Fall was on 8th.
Then came the turn of the students; the Middle
School children made a trip to Hirni Fall on 26th.
Both the staff and the students enjoyed their
exposure to the natural beauty immensely.

On Feb. 10 evening, Fr. Elvius Kujur was
taken to Manresa House as he was not keeping
well.  After a day, on 12th he was admitted in the Seva
Nilaya Ara Gate. He went through various tests.
However his condition is slowly deteriorating.
He is half paralyzed on the right side, unable to
speak clearly and eat. Your prayers will surely be a
great support for him during this time of suffering.

Our head catechist, Allen Kerketta, went to his
eternal reward on Feb. 20.  He had been admitted in
Dev Kamal hospital for brain malaria and some
other complications on 14th.  For a week he had
been kept in the ICU but he could not recover.  He was
buried in his native place Kundi on 21st. With a
short notice a good number of parishioners came to
bid him the final farewell.

Emmanuel Horo

ASSAM  MISSION

Jesuit Bhavan Tezpur

The Assam Mission Jesuits’ Annual Meeting 2014:
There was a meeting at Jesuit Bhavan Tezpur
Feb. 5-6, for all the Jesuits working in Assam

Mission. The main topics we discussed were how to
make our Communities more vibrant and supportive
to each other’s ministries so that it becomes a mission.
Then we planned in detail how we can meaningfully
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celebrate the Restoration of the Society in this
bicentenary Jubilee Celebration. We plan to have a
good power point presentation for the people as well
as for the priests and religious working in Bongaigaon,
Dibrugarh and Tezpur Dioceses. This ppt. will include
the interviews of the pioneer missionaries and of the
people about the life and works of the Jesuits in Assam.
This power point will be released on July 31, on the
occasion of the feast of St. Ignatius Loyola. Jesuits
working in Bongaigaon Diocese have planned to share
about the Restoration of the Society during their
monthly Recollection with the priests in the month of
March. Another plan we have is to write the history
and development of the Assam Mission. The history
of each centre will be printed and given to the people.

In our annual meeting priorities in the pastoral
field were focused. It was planned that survey of the
parishes could be done in March and April. Gana
Chetna Samaj will help in tabulation work. In this
Jubilee year, novices of different congregations, namely
Jesuits, St. Anne and Holy Cross, are invited to our
different parishes for faith formation and spiritual
renewal through retreats and preparing the faithful for
different sacraments.

In the educational line, Fr. Ranjit Horo explained
the JEA meetings’ outcome in Pune, Gujarat and
Hazaribag, in which he has participated. A team
is formed of the Principals who will work out the plans
in order to provide quality education for the target group.

Fr. Xavier had been to Ranchi on  Feb. 7 for the
extended consult but after reaching Ranchi he came to
know that the meeting was postponed for the month
of March. So he made use of the time by attending the
gami of his mother. He went to Jharna Novitiate on
March 8 where he shared with the novices the
opportunities and challenges of the Assam Mission.

On Feb. 10, in the evening he addressed the
students of Minor Seminary Ranchi with the help of
Power point presentation and shared with them the
history, challenges and opportunities of Assam
Mission. He invited the students to join for the Assam
Mission from the beginning. Fr. Xavier celebrated the
Eucharist with the students on the following morning
in their chapel. He went back to Assam on  Feb. 13.

Project Proposal writing and management
workshop was arranged at Jesuit Bhavan Tezpur from
Feb. 10 to14. It was mainly for the Jesuits but out of
17 participants only 3 Jesuits participated and the rest
were the Sisters from different congregations and
Priests of Tezpur Diocese. Among the Jesuits Fr. Anup

was from Assam Mission, Fr. Sylvanus Kerketta from
Ranchi and Fr. Anand Pereira from Kohima Region.
On Feb.14, Bishop Michael Akasius Toppo of Tezpur,
gave away the diploma to all those who participated in
the workshop. In his address he appreciated the
openness of the Jesuits who invited others also for the
workshop and asked all to be more cooperative and
generous in sharing to build up the kingdom of God in
Tezpur Diocese.

Fr. Xavier Lakra

Gana Chetana Samaj

On Feb.3, the staff meeting was organized to plan for
the forthcoming Kisan Mela. In the gathering it was
discussed to hold another meeting at Chapaguri village
on Feb. 8 to chalk out the detailed programme.

Mary Paul Ekka the Project Coordinator
organized a village meeting on Feb. 8 where Fr. George
Soreng explained in detail about the objectives of
Kisan Mela. Villagers also discussed on the work
division among them for the better organization. In
the meeting Fr. George appreciated the initiative of
the Farmers’ Club of the village.

On Feb. 11, Kisan Mela was organized by the
GCS in collaboration with Farmers’ Clubs at Chapaguri
village under Balipara Block of Sonitpur District.
Besides the members of the four Farmers’ Clubs from
different villages more than 1,000 people were present
for the mela. The centre of attraction was the exhibition
of different agricultural products and implements,
livestock, house hold used materials, etc… The Chief
Guest for the programme was the B.D.O. of Balipara
Development Block. The Guests of Honour were the
Assistant General Manager, NABARD, the Director,
Gana Chetana Samaj, the Scientists from Krishi Vigyan
Kendra, Tezpur and the Block Agricultural Officer.
A cultural programme was also organized where the
youth, women and the children of our study centres
entertained the people. The objective of organizing such
a programme was to motivate, inspire and encourage
the farmers to work together for more production and
increase their family income.

The GCS dance team and the girls of  Bunderhagi
village were found busy with practicing the Adivasi
folk dances which were in preparation for the video
recording next month. Fr. George was always there to
direct the team.

With the sponsorship of NABARD, on Feb. 28,
the GCS organized an Exposure Programmefor four
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Farmers Clubs of Balipara and Missamari area on the
Farm Machinery Training and Testing Institute at
Biswanath Chariali. A total of 34 farmers participated
in the programme.

The whole through the month, Mr. Manohar
Kujur the Project Coordinator was busy meeting and
discussing with the members of the Self Help Groups
and the Presidents and Secretaries of the groups
regarding the refund of micro credit loan. His visits to
23 SHGs yielded positive result.

George Soreng

Mushalpur

Feb.12 will be the red letter day in the history of
Mushalpur parish because on this day the foundation
for the convent building for the Franciscan Sisters of
Our Lady of Graces was laid and blessed by the Parish
Priest, Fr. Vital Ekka, S.J. All the Sisters, teachers and
some of the students were present for the blessing and
laying foundation. Thereafter construction work is
going on very fast although due to light showers for
3-4 days it had slowed down.

On Feb.13, Fr. Vital set out for Pune to attend
the JEPASA Convention with 3 other priests from the
Assam Mission. He came back with rich experience
on 23rd hale and hearty. This year we have good and
rich harvest of mustard crops.

Fr. Ajay Tirkey S.J. was given the charge of an
External Officer for ongoing matriculation exams at
Mushalpur Higher secondary examinations centre. He
had a tough task to handle the students and invigilators
in conducting fair examination. Four teachers of
St. Xavier’s Mushalpur were also examination
invigilators.

Feb.20-22 were the days of Annual Sports. It was
very colourful and successful. On 22nd, the Chief Guest
was Lieut. Vishwas Rathore who stressed on the
sportsmanship for the integral  personality development
of the students.  He said physical fitness gives fresh
mind and helps to study well and grow in wisdom and
knowledge. Different sports-items were kept for all the
students of various categories. All the students took
part in the sports events very enthusiastically. The Green
House became the champion and grabbed the trophy.

On 27th, Fr. Xavier Lakra, S.J., the Delegate of
the Provincial of Ranchi had a flying visit to
Mushalpur en route to Manas Bansbari.  Fr. Ajay Tirkey
also joined him to participate in the Parents' Day there.

Fr. Vital Ekka

Manas Bansbari

Fr. Laurentus Kiro participated in the annual meeting
of the Assam Mission at the Jesuit Bhavan from
Feb. 4 to 6. On 15th, the Marathon race was held for
the students of St. Xavier’s School Manas Bansbari.
Parents and villagers were present to encourage the
children. There were annual sports days from 24 to
26. The sports ground was decorated well which
was a big attraction for the parents and guardians
who came to see the various events on different days.
Students were divided into 4 Houses. Each House
had made a beautiful Tent for its participants.
Fr. Michael Elango, the Principal of St. Albert
School Bongaigaon, was the chief guest for the
inauguration of the Sports Day 2014.The team spirit
and cooperation was visibly observed among the
students. Later on 28th, Parents’ Day was celebrated
in the school. Fr. Xavier Lakra, S.J was the chief guest.
Mr. John Osga, a candidate for the Assam Mission,
has joined the Jesuit Community of Manas Bansbari
on Jan. 25. He is fully involved in the parish as well
as in the school activities.

Fr. Laurentus Kiro
Pengaree

In the beginning of Feb., Fr. Peter Mahendra had
gone to Kolkata for his LMB classes for a week. Fr.
Mukul went to Tezpur for the Annual Assam Mission
Meeting.  Since Fr. Telephone’s health was not so good
during the last two months, he could not join the
Assam mission Annual Meeting. He had complain of
continuous stomach pain and often getting stomach
upset. He went for a check-up but the doctors did
not find anything wrong and declared him normal.
At present he is taking boiled food and feels some
improvement.

On Feb. 12, Fr. Mukul blessed the foundation
for the St. Anne's Convent building. At present both
the Convent Residence and the Church building are in
progress.  Fr. Telesphore is having a very hectic time
in managing the schools, study materials, building
materials, etc.

Fr. Mukul, left for Pune on 12th itself for the
JEPASA Convention. He came back on 24th with
new insights and renewed vigour. Fr. Peter Mahendra
stays in Konapathar village since last Dec. 2013
so that he could motivate the tribals for
education.

Telesphore Lakra
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St. Ignatius Loyola Parish

Feb. was an occasion of collaborating and supporting
each other in our Gossaigaon Sub-division. Fr. Jerome
Dungdung and Sr. Jyoti Mackwan, SCJM, participated
in the blessing of the Nortre Dame Sisters’ residence
on Feb.1-2 in Kashiabari, Soraibil Parish. On the Same
day they joined the Annual Parish Sabha of St. Claret
Mission of Kochugaon Parish and helped the
parishioners. Fr. Pradeep Kullu participated in the Boro
Annual Sabha in Soraibil Parish and presided over the
Eucharist in Boro language.

Fr. Pradeep Kullu and Sr. Carmel, SCJM attended
the Bongaigaon Examination Board meeting at
Bongaigaon on 8th. In the parish Catechists’ Meeting
we discussed about the programmes for the Jesuit
novices and sister novices who come for their
ministries in our parish. We considered matters like
annual contribution, Mass intentions, rectification and
marriage preparations etc. In the year of the 200th

anniversary of the Restoration of the SJ, we intend to
stress on faith-formation and Renewal programmes in
the parish.

Fr. Jerome Dungdung took part in the JEPASA
Convention, held at JDV Pune, from Feb. 18-20.
Fr. Domnic Topno had an eye operation in Ranchi
successfully. After getting well he returned to the
community safely. Fr. Jerome arrived back to
Kathalguri on 23rd from Pune.

Matriculation:  The first batch of 14 students of
our Loyola School appeared for their Matriculation,
from Grahampur Higher Secondary School,
Grahampur.

Solar Light and 30 KV Generator: Loyola
School has got the light facilities with the installations
of 15 KV Solar Light and 30 KV Generator. As a result
we have introduced the computer class for the students.

Loyola School: Annual Sports Day

Under the able leadership of Fr. Pradeep Kullu, Loyola
School conducted a historic Annual Sports Day on
Feb.25-26 in Kathalguri. The Marathon race on 25th

added the taste of sports day for 150 Boys and girls
when they ran 7 K.M., starting from Joypur, via Mornai,
Dingdinga, and back to Loyola School. The Marathon
race was escorted by 3 motor cyclists, 20 volunteers
and the local police vehicle besides 2 huge flags one
each at either end opened the eyes of the people. Mr.
Lucas Hasdak’ and Ms. Nigeeta Kandulna won the
Gold Medals clocking 30 and 37 minutes respectively.

The second and third places were honoured with
medals and certificates. The Police In-charge was very
happy with this event. He had golden photographs with
the students and cheered up the sports persons. He
appreciated the management and school for such a
programme.

The Annual Sports Day began with the arrival of
the Chief Guest, the Asst. Commandant of CRPF,
Maktaigaon, Mr. Nilkamal Vardwaj with his 12
bodyguards. The Guest of Honour, Fr. Felix Pinto, the
Principal and Parish Priest of Soraibil, and Fr. David
Bojja, St. Claret Mission, Kochugaon. The Chief Guest
and the Guest of Honour and all dignitaries were
received by Frs. Jerome Dungdung, Domnic Topno,
Pradeep Kullu, and Sr. Jyoti. They were led to the
Pandal with parade and drumbeats and a resounding
applause.

The first event of the day was welcome song by
all 4 houses, followed by lighting of the lamp by
Mr. Nilkamal Vardwaj, the Chief Guest and then by
Fr. Felix Pinto, Fr. Bojja, Fr. Jerome Dungdung, and
Sr. Carmel. The second event was lighting of the Sports
Torch, lit by the Chief Guest and Mr. Benedict Soren
of class IX ran with the torch one full round on the
sports ground and placed it respectfully on its place.

The School Flag was hoisted by the chief guest
assisted by the principal, Fr. Pradeep Kullu. The Chief
Guest, Mr. Nilkamal Vardwaj, was requested by the
commanders in Chiefs - Ms. Munimala Soren and
Mr. Christopher Mardi - to inspect the 8 platoons for
the March Past. The oath-taking ceremony was led by
Mr. Michael Hasdak’ of Class X.  All students took
the oath and resolved to be the better citizens of
tomorrow.

Common Drills:  The Common Drills for 5
minutes was another centre of attraction for the
spectators. Common drills on drumbeats was a
fascinating display by the participants of the four
houses in their colourful T-shirts.

Mar ch past: The Commanders in chiefs -
Ms. Munimala Soren and Mr. Christopher Mardi - got
the permission from the Chief Guest for the March
Past. All the 8 platoons in their colourful T-shirts did
their best but the best March Past prize went to the
Blue House. Congratulations to the House leaders and
all the 4 houses and all three judges and the staffs.

Welcome speech: Fr. Pradeep Kullu, S.J., the
Principal, gave a welcome speech and expressed his
gratitude to Fr. Felix Pinto, who helped him to bring
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the Chief Guest along with him. He also welcomed
Mr. Nilkamal Vardwaj, the Asst. Commandant,
Fr. Felix Pinto, the Guest of Honour; Fr. David Bojja,
the Asst. Parish Priest, Kochugaon; all the dignitaries
and invited guests with the traditional Assamese
Gamosha as a token of appreciation. He extended his
special thanks to the SSB, Gossaigaon for giving us
5 tents and training our students how to make the tents.
Thanks to the SSB Authorities for their help. He also
extended his appreciations to all our School managing
committee members, Parish council members, youths,
Catechists, Manjhibabas, well- wishers, parents, staffs
and students and all the audience for their  presence.
He also appreciated the students, participants of
different events of the day. He thanked the school staffs
and volunteers to make the day a memorable and
historic one.

Speech by the Chief Guest: Mr. Nilkamal
Vardwaj, expressed his happiness and joy in a simple
way. He thanked Fr. Felix for his help to reach Loyola
School, Kathalguri. He said in his message that he is
ever ready to render his valuable service to Loyola
School at any time. He appreciated and encouraged all
the athletes, staffs and the institution for giving an
opportunity to the students to discover their
potentialities and to shape their lives for their overall
development.

Events and prize distributions: Different sports
events for Lkg, Ukg, and Class 1 to 10 were conducted
on the occasion. Mean while the prize distributions
also took place on the spot by the Chief Guest, the
Guest of Honour and different dignitaries. All winners
were honoured with the certificates and medals. The
winners were encouraged by thundering applause.
The Final events for the Staffs, spoon race for ladies
and 100m race for gents, were the most thrilling. Mrs.
Anubha, the oldest teacher of all and Mr. Zacharias
Kujur won the gold medals,

Vote of Thanks: Mr. Chandan, the science
teacher gave the vote of thanks first of all to the Chief
Guest, Mr. Nilkamal Vardwaj and his 12 security
guards, to Fr. Felix Pinto and all the dignitaries for
their presence and encouragements. He expressed his
special thanks to the SSB, Gossaigaon for his
generosity in providing 5 tents for all four houses and
for the guests. He extended his special gratitude to
the School Principal and the Headmistress for giving
us a platform where both the staff and the students
could discover their talents. He thanked all the staff

members and students for their efforts and co-operation
in making the day successful and historic. He extended
his heartfelt thanks to all the School Managing
Committee Members, Parish Council members, Mr.
Timothy Tudu, the Secretary of the parganabaisy, all
Manjhibabas of our locality, guardians and parents.
Finally sports day concluded by singing the national
anthem. The principal declared one day holiday for
the School.

Lunch package: Lunch was prepared and served
to all our VIPs and invited guests in the class room
along with the staff members. After the fellowship
meal all dispersed.

Fr. Jerome Dungdung

Prothrapur   (Andaman)

St. Paul of the Desert Church at New Wimblitan,
mainly the Tamil speaking Community, celebrated its
feast day with gusto on Feb. 2. As spiritual preparation
the faithful conducted a novena. Fr. David extends
his sincere thanks to all the Fathers who helped
him for the smooth running of the novena by availing
themselves especially for the celebration of  Holy
Mass. Most Rev. Alex Dias, Bishop of Port Blair
Diocese laid the foundation of new Church. He was
also the main celebrant assisted by five priests
including Fr. David. The whole Tamil Community of
Prothrapur and Port Blair parish attended the Holy
Mass. Finally, all the faithful were served a delicious
lunch.

A day-long seminar was organized on 8th for
Crusveer and Balsangh in the parish which consisted
of talk, choir practice, confession and celebration of
the Eucharist. Sr. Rosa, in-charge of Crusveer
awakened the children by her talk on “importance of
Discipline”. Around 80 children participated actively.
This seminar was in preparation for the celebration of
Holy Childhood Day which was celebrated on
Feb. 9. The day began with the Mass. Children led the
liturgy very effectively; later they had also a chance to
go for a picnic to Wandoor where they enjoyed
thoroughly.

As the SCC is given the topmost priority in the
diocese, we take it very seriously and try to make the
faithful aware of it.Consequently one of the ways to
make it active and effective is to celebrate the feast
of its patron saint. Therefore, on Feb.4, the feast of
St. John De Britto was celebrated at Pathargudda
whereas on 11th, the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes at
Austinabad.
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Catholic Maha Mahila Sangh of South Zone
had their convention at Ferrargunj parish on 16th, where
140 women from Prothrapur parish participated
actively. They had very pleasant experiences of a bus
journey, talks, lunch and all other programmes.

The Youth Day was celebrated in a unique
manner on 23rd. It began with the Eucharist followed
by talks. The first talk was on “Positive Attitude” by
Mr. Sebastian Tirkey. He is associated with the Real
Estate Network marketing. He is also the General
Secretary of the Youth Congress. He awakened the
youth with his enthusiastic and creative presentation.

The second one was by Mr. Navin Toppo working in
the Account Office. He shared his personal experiences
and challenged the youth to put their hundred percent
efforts to keep the goal always high. A picnic was part
of the seminar; they set out for Chidiyatapu for lunch
and enjoyment. Fr. Anil Kandulna, the assistant P.P. of
Diglipur parish came back to Andaman refreshed
after his home visit and JEPASA meeting which was
held in Pune. He also brought along with him two
young boys to help in the kitchen as you know that all
three Jesuit parishes are without a cook; but we still
need one more cook.

Fr. David

DIASPORA

Rome

After the conclusion of the First Semester exams, the
Gregorian University reopened for the regular classes
on Feb. 17. Kulwant, Suman and Sylverius had worked
hard before and during the exams and seem to be happy
and content with their performance as well as with the
results. For Kulwant, the First Semester was a time to
explore and learn many new things - language, people,
place and culture of Rome. Now that he is accustomed
to the Roman way of life, he hopes to march forward
with renewed vigour and confidence. For Suman and
Sylverius, the current Semester is the final Semester;
and hence, both are seriously busy writing their
dissertation to obtain Licentiate in Spirituality. Despite
their busy schedule, both of them dedicate their time
for various apostolates as part of their pastoral
experiences. On Feb.28, R.P. General had come for an
informal visit to Collegio Gesù, the Scholastic
community where Kulwant lives. He presided over the
Eucharistic celebration and later joined the Scholastics
for the supper. His cordial and personal meeting with
each Scholastic was a kind gesture to encourage them
all in their primary mission in Rome, that is, to study
and to be efficacious instruments of the new
evangelization for the future.

Justin participated in the SIGNIS World
Congress 2014 in Rome from Feb. 25 to March 01.
The theme of the Congress was "Media for a Culture
of Peace: Creating Images with the New Generation".
The Congress was opened by Archbishop Claudio
Maria Celli, President of the Pontifical Council for
Social Communications. Recalling the words of
Pope Francis he said that the most important challenge
faced by Catholic communicators is to get closer to

men and women of our time as the Good Samaritan
did. More than 300 Catholic communicators from
over 80 countries participated in the Congress who
were invited to distinguish their action by values
such as solidarity, concern and friendship to promote
human dignity, justice and reconciliation as indelible
components of the new evangelization. Two
communicators, Fr. Gaston Roberge, SJ, pioneer of
film and media education in India, and Mgr. Roland
Abou Jaoude, Founder of the Catholic Information
Centre in Lebanon, were honored by SIGNIS Life
Achievement award.SIGNIS, the World Catholic
Association for Communication, is a worldwide
network of communication professionals and is
officially recognized by the Vatican as a Catholic
organization for communication. It has consultative
status at UNESCO, ECOSOC (United Nations in
Geneva and New York) and the Council of Europe.
Justin has benefitted a lot from the Congress and hopes
to put his experiences into practice to make his mission
at Radio Vatican more efficacious and fruitful.

Apart from his regular courses, Linus is trying
to discover the spirituality of the Bhagavadgita by
reading the commentary of Mahatma Gandhi's work
The Story of My Experiments with Truth. According to
Linus, the Bhagavadgita can be classified under the
book of Spiritual Exercises, which has taught
discernment of the spirits for centuries to those Indians
who read and meditated it as their tradition. Mahatma
Gandhi was one of them, who searched for truth based
on the Bhagavadgita. Of late some Europeans are
taking great interest in it, and the Church cannot
ignore it for long, but understand its contribution to
humanity.
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During the First Week of the Second Semester
of the Academic Year, His Eminence Telesphore P.
Cardinal Toppo was here in Rome almost for one week
for the Consistory and for some important meetings.
Our students - Kulwant, Suman and Sylverius, and
those of Ranchi Archdiocese Pradeep, Tobias and
Gulshan - had just concluded their First Semester
exams with good results. And so, the presence of His
Eminence during the first few days of the Second
Semester became a source of joy and encouragement.
He kindly accepted the invitation to spend one evening
with Ranchi Jesuits and the Archdiocesan Seminarians.
Prior to meeting us, he was warmly received by the
Rector of the Gregorian University and the Superior
of the Jesuit community. R. P. Rector offered him the
recent issue of Gregorianum in Italian as well as in
English, which presents a panoramic overview of
various activities of the University. The Superior of
the community, P. Mark Rotsaert, belongs to the land
of Fr. Constant Lievens and hence, His Eminence was
received, as usual, with great warmth and enthusiasm.
Amidst a simple meal arranged in his honour, His
Eminence shared with us his expectations and vision
for the Ranchi Archdiocese. His exhortations enthused
us all, especially the students to dedicate their full
time and energy to prepare themselves for the future
mission.

Fr Prem

Guyana

On Feb. 1, members of the Chiung Mouth Catholic
community in North Pakaraimas were delighted to
welcome Frs. Anugrah Amar Bage, SJ, and Elias Surin,
SJ in village as they came for their New Year visitation.
Some of the village churches get the Holy Eucharist
once or twice in a year because of inaccessibility. The
priests never failed to appreciate the hard work of the
PLAs (Parish Lay Assistants) who keep the church
active and lively. From Feb.12-18, the visitation of Sr.
Jacinta Baxla, OSU, the Provincial of Gumla and Sr.
Bimla Minj, OSU, the General Counsellor from
Belgium to Guyana mission was a blessing for the
Ranchi Jesuits and Ursuline Sisters. Frs. Anil Kishore
Tirkey, Anugrah Amar Bage, Elias Surin, Suman
Prabhat Toppo, Sr. Bernardine Kiro, OSU, Sr. Anima
Soreng, OSU, Sr. Seraphina Kerketta, OSU and
Sr. Divya Gulab, OSU came together to St. Teresa
Catholic Church Karasabai for Ranchi Get-together.
Fr. Paul Martin, SJ, the Regional Superior and
Fr. James Conway, SJ, the superior of interior mission
were privileged to be with them. The parishioners

were delighted to welcome all of them in their
community. Sr. Bimla Minj, OSU and Sr. Jacinta
Baxla, OSU extended their heartfelt thanks to all the
parishioners for their cordial welcome and
hospitality. In the evening, all the Ranchiites gathered
together to share their profound mission experiences.
All of them were inspired and enriched with their
open sharing. They seem to be very happy and willing
to render their selfless service to the people of
Guyana. On Feb. 16, Mr. Michael Thomas, the new
DDO (District Development Officer) of Karasabai in
South Pakaraimas, Region # 9, was warmly welcomed
in their community. He assured them his commitment;
at the same time he also requested their cooperation
in the developmental work of the region. The Guyanese
celebrated 44th Independence Day with great zeal
and enthusiasm on Feb.23. They were reminded of
their national motto- 'One People, One Nation and One
Destiny'.Fr. Freddy D'Souza, SJ, (GUJ) along with
Fr. Eddy Birmingham, SJ, came to St. Robert
Bellarmine's Catholic Church Aishalton to help out
Fr. Suman Prabhat Toppo in his pastoral work.
Fr. Freddy preached a three-day retreat to the
candidates for confirmation and Fr. Eddy gave
marriage instruction to one hundred couples for
a week.

Fr. Elias Surin

Minya (Egypt)

It's almost two months that all educational institutions
(from Kindergarten to University) are closed in
Egypt for various reasons. Reopening was postponed
twice. Government has assured to re-open on March
8. Besides many other challenges, closing of schools
is giving a tough time to office going parents, who
need to stay at home to look after their children.

During the winter holidays, every year our high
school students had the educational trip inside
Egypt. It was not possible this year. Instead, in the
beginning of Feb., I had arranged a five days' trip to
Luxor for the teachers and their family members.
They were altogether 56 in the trip and enjoyed the
family bonding while visiting many places.

On Feb.13, the Near East Province novices began
their 30 days' spiritual journey in Cairo under the
guidance of their Fr. Director.At the end of February,
I received an Indian family at my place. They are from
Mizoram, posted in Indian Embassy, Cairo. Their interest
was in visiting the sites of Holy family in Minya
Governorate. I accompanied them visiting all these places.

Fr. Bimal Kerketta
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Fr. Herman Rasschaert SJ (1922-1964)
Martyr for Peace and Communal Harmony

       One year after the martyrdom of Fr. Herman Rasschaert SJ,  50 years
ago on 24th March,  Dr. Ashok Mehta said : “Father Rasschaert SJ  was a Man
of Humanity, a Man of God.” This remains an apt description of who
Fr. Herman was. A Man of Humanity and very human indeed, delightfully so,
which makes him so real to us even after 50 years. A Man of God, of which
his final act of sacrificing his life to give peace and communal harmony a
chance in the midst of communal strive, was the fruit of his lifelong inner
conviction and of his vocation as a Jesuit and as a missionary.

       Herman was born and brought up in difficult and unjust circumstances.
His father was an ardent Flemish nationalist fighting against the injustices
meted out by the minority who ruled Belgium, a nation which had been
artificially cobbled together in the service of geo-politics of the 19th century.
His father was consequently unjustly accused of collaboration (treason)

after World War I. In order to escape his father fled to the Netherlands where Herman was born  in 1922 and
lived for the first 9 years of his life. Even after the family returned to Belgium in 1931, it had to struggle to
make both ends meet and give a proper education to their 4 children of which Herman was the eldest. This has
marked Herman. His whole life he remained a fighter, sensitive to injustice, and intuitively taking the side
of the underdog wherever he was.

In spite of all this, maybe because of it, it was a
very loving and strongly united family built on a
deeply lived Christian faith. Herman  has always
remained very close to his family by frequent
correspondence and a feeling of belongingness
which was a source of strength for him throughout.
The last letters written before his violent death are a
testimony to this. This closeness however did not
stand in the way of Herman joining the Society of
Jesus and opting for the Ranchi Mission in India
though it was at first a great disappointment for his
father who had his own dreams for his son to be a
welcome help to the family and especially to continue
his own dream of bringing freedom from oppression for his people. Yet big men that they were, they were
able to look beyond towards the same aim: to follow the path to which the Lord invited them for
His Greater Glory and the Well-being of All.

       Herman finished his secondary education - Classical Humanities - in the Jesuit High School of
Aalst, Belgium, and joined the Society of Jesus in 1941 in the middle of World War II. The physical
hardships the novices had to suffer because of the German occupation brought out the best in Herman,
something which stood him in good stead in the mission later. Though Herman was not the intellectual
type, he thought deeply in a practical way and made him see all that happened in his life from a spiritually
integrated angle. This way of looking at life was also due to his closeness to people in friendship, in
suffering and injustice, in his pastoral desire to be a shepherd and co-pilgrim.
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       Having opted for the Indian Mission when he joined the noviciate, Herman did his Indian Juniorate
from Sept 1943 to September 1944 in Wepion, followed by two years philosophy in Godinne, both in the
French speaking part of Belgium. By that time however World War II had ended and another wave of
nasty repression swept through Belgium. It meted out instant retribution, often revenge, for real or imagined
collaboration with the German occupying forces during the war. Father Rasschaert was again a victim of it,
very unjustly and he suffered physically, economically and mentally a great deal. It deeply affected
Herman and deepened in him his inner resolve to fight for peace and justice. Justice, peace and communal
harmony were not idle concepts for Herman. He lived for them and yes, he died for them.

On 19th November 1947 Herman left for India never to return to his homeland
as was the custom then. It was an entirely new life for him. Only the Lord knows
what this meant. Herman threw himself fully into it with a generosity and
enthusiasm and at times with an impulsiveness all of which have always
characterised him.

At first he studied Hindi and did some teaching in St John’s High School
Ranchi. Then he did his Theology in Kurseong of which his priestly ordination on
21st November 1954 was the culmination. Herman enjoyed his first priestly
ministry as a 4th year theologian in the teagardens mainly with the Adibasis from
Ranchi who had gone there to escape poverty at home due to unjustly losing their
land to zemindars and greedy tax collectors. On 10 October 1954 he started his ten

years of pastoral missionary life in the Ranchi Mission, in Mission Stations in the jungle and countryside
among the Adibasis. It was his deliberate choice to work among the Mundas to which he had been drawn
since his regency as he felt they were the underdog and he felt deeply with them.

There followed ten fruitful years of pastoral ministry. He was assistant  in Khunti
and then in Torpa, the place where Fr. Constant Lievens SJ the apostle of Chotanagpur had begun his near
miraculous missionary work and had laid in 7 years from 1885 to 1894 the foundations of one of the most
flourishing missions. Herman had a great admiration if not devotion for Fr. Lievens since the time of his High
School in Belgium. From 1958 Herman was Parish Priest, first in Karra and then in Kutungia. He took fully to
it. This was what he had dreamt all along since he was 17-18 years of age: a pastor close to his people, one with
his people, fully conversant with their language and culture, and with their daily life struggles. Though there
was a shyness in Herman born out of the adverse circumstances of his childhood, with the consequent loud and
boisterous  behaviour as is often the case, Herman was a very sensitive and very loving person always ready to
render service: totally given.

And that is how he heard on 24th march 1964 from his catechist about the communal troubles in Gerda,
a village that belonged to his parish and where there was a considerable Muslim population. On hearing about
communal violence in Bangla Desh against Hindus there was much turmoil and restlessness in this part of
India, especially when a train from Kolkata brought many Hindu refugees from Bangla Desh for
resettlement to Madhya Pradesh. Revenge was needed, so it was felt, and communal riots broke out in
Rourkela on 18 March 1964. Armed gangs fanned out into the countryside, and also went to Gerda bent on
murder of innocent people. This was great injustice and had to be stopped! “I must go!” “Father don’t go,
it is too dangerous, you will be killed!”, said his catechist and teachers and the sisters of Kutungia who
tried to stop Herman. “No, I am ready to give my life.” This was Herman. He was killed together with
hundreds of Muslims in Gerda trying to bring peace and communal harmony.
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“The life of Fr. Rasschaert is for all of us a source of inspiration to find courage and strength on our
journey. He knew no fear and he invites us to fight communalism” said Mrs Indira Gandhi while unveiling
a portrait of  Fr. Rasschaert in Delhi. “He was a man of Humanity, a man of God,” said Dr. Ashok Mehta.
And may be the biggest tribute of all came from Herman’s father when he said in Kutungia near the tomb
of his son one year after his martyrdom: “It is the crowning of his life in the service of God and of his
fellow brothers and sisters. It couldn’t be better!”

Was Father Herman Rasschaert sj a saint?  He would have let his booming voice roar with laughter at the
very suggestion of it. He knew himself and his imperfections too well.

And of course he was a saint. And not just in the sense that all of us in our own way are and try to be
saints. It was more than that. Going back in time from the very moment of his decision to give peace and
communal harmony a chance against all odds, we can see in the life of Fr. Rasschaert traces of holiness in
his engaged pastorally lived spirituality. This became more and more congruent with his closeness to
and involvement with the people, with the poor and the oppressed. “A Man of Humanity, a Man of God”
is the apt description when we see the life and the person of Fr. Herman Rasschaert SJ.

Father Louis Francken SJ has taken this as the title of the short biography which he wrote on the
occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the Martyrdom of Father Rasschaert SJ. It is written in English and
in Hindi, printed at the Catholic Press Ranchi and available from LNN Office or Satya Bharati,
Dr. Camil Bulcke Path, 834001 Ranchi or from brysaurelsj@yahoo.com



15

HERMAN RASSCHAERT SJ

Strong, robust, flowing beard, and a sonorous voice
Which he himself loved to hear and made good use of.
Missionary to the core, meticulously fashioned
From home, injustice, youth, faith and idealism.

He was a true pastor for his spread-out flock,
Ready to give his all as he had often prayed,
Mastering their difficult language, and
with a deep respect for their culture and customs.

“Father  , there is trouble over there in Gerda”:
A murderous crowd surrounding them and
Shouting at them who are of another faith,
Which makes them traitors in their eyes.

I must go. I will go. Father, don’t go.
Nothing you can do. How can I not go?
He paced up and down, seeking in his innermost
The very reason for which he was here in this place.

I must go. And he went. He saw from afar!
Whatever went on in his heart and in his mind,
Now was the time to do what he knew he had to do
If all what he lived for was ever to be true.

Jumping in between he let his voice boom with
Indignation and compassion. It became still.
Would reason  and sense really prevail?
It was not. They jumped on him and cut him down.

It was not peace that they wanted
For in their brain washed hatred they sought to devour
That for  which he was ready to give his life.
The Rasse: a martyr  of peace and of brotherhood.

Aurel Brys SJ
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April

01 Tete Albinus
02 Lakra Polycarp

Ekka Britius
04 Dungdung Anthres
06 Barla James
07 Doongdoong Anthony

Ekka Vital
Ekka Anthony
Kerketta Anand

08 Tete Felix Prakash
09 Guria Cyril
11 Toppo Alexius
12 Xess Angelus

Topno Nicholas
13 Tete James Pascal
14 Kiro Sylvanus

Xalxo Pius
Tirkey Justin
Toppo Binod

16 Mathias Joseph B.
18 Lakra Placidius
20 Kerketta Sikander
24 Bara Pramod

Kandulna Wilson
25 Kullu Santosh Vinay
26 Minj Francis
30 Baxla Emmanuel

LET US REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS :
   Mati Tirkey (50), relative of Fr. Patrick Tete SJ died on March 6, 2014

   Mr. Joseph Dungdung (65), elder brother of Fr. Emile Dungdung died on March 10, 2014.

MARCH

05 Kujur Frederick
Xess Ravi Bhushan

06 Lakra Ranjit Walter
07 Kindo Alexius
10 Kujur Habil
11 Kullu Anil
14 K.C. Philip
16 Bara Leo

Dungdung Christopher
Tirkey John

17 Barla Henry
19 Horo Sibil Joseph

Soreng Jaywant
21 Lakra Benedict

Beck Anand Amar
23 Bilung Brice
25 Soreng George
27 Tete Nicholas
29 Kiro Benedict
30 Toppo Ranjit P.

BABIES OF THE MONTH: MARCH & APRIL


