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73/3 Ranchi Jesuits, Sadbhavna.B. - 4, Ranchi - 83401, Jharkhand March 2014

(APPOINTMENTS )

Pope Francis has appointed:
Fr. Massimo Pampaloni (A), Fr. Philippe Luisier (HEL), FrMichael Kuchera (MAR),
Fr. Geoges Ruyssen (BSE), Consultants of the Congregation for Oriental Churches.

Father Ernesto Giobando SJBishop ofAppiaria andAuxiliary Bishop of Buenogires (Argentina).
Father General has appointed:
FatherGianfranco Matarazzo Provincial of the Italian Province (#).
( ANNOUNCEMENT )

TRIBUTE TO FR HERMAN RASSCHAERT SJ
A Martyr for Peace & Brotherhood

To Commemorate 30Anniversary of Martyrdom ofr. Herman Rasschaer SJ, there areThree
Impor tant Public Functionsto pay tribute to the Heroic Martyr f@®eaceandBrotherhood:

Sunday, 6 April 2014
There will be irKutungia a Solemn Programme from 8.45 am to 3.30 pm: the Blessing of the gravelyard,
the Solemn Eucharistic celebration presided by His EminBlesphore Cardindbppo, a short cultural
progamme, festive meal for all, and at 2.30 Blessing of the renewed shrine in Gerda where Father Herman
was killed.

Monday, 7April 2014
The programme will be &erda from 9.30 pm to 2.30 pm: Declaration of Gerda as a new par|sh,
Solemn Eucharist presided by Most Revand Jojo, son of the soil, Cultural Programme and festjve
Meal.

Thursday, 10April 2014

There will be @ublic Civic Function in theAuditorium of St. Xavier’s College, Ranchfrom 3.00 to
5.00 pm followed by teaThis is a joint dort by the Ranchi Jesuit Societyand theJharkhand
Sadbavna ManchFormer Chief Justice Narayan RoyChair of Jharkhand Human Rights Commissiop,
will be Chief GuestSwamiAgnivesh Prof Ahmad Sajjad andMrs. Vandana Dadelwill address the
audience.

On this occasion there also will be the release of a booklEt.dderman Rasschaetr SJ written by
Fr. Louis Francken SJ, both in EnglistA Man of Humanity, a Man of God and in HindiMaanwata
ke Pujari, Ishbhakt se PuuranThis will be available during the three above mentioned functions, gnd
in Satya Bharati, LNN Gice and XISS.




INFORMATION

v SCHOLASTICS GET-TOGETHER: May 17 (eve.) to 20, 2014, at Noadih Parish.
v RANCHI PROVINCE DA YS: May 21 (eve.) - 23 (eve.), 2014, at Manresa House & XISS

v Application Forms (Rs. 500/-) for Nursing atloly Family Hospital Mandar are available from
March 15 to May 15, 201€ourse: GNM; Eligibility: 10+2 Science+Arts+ComAge: 17-24Years.
Phone: 09973092407; E-mail - hfhnsgman@ fetdhfl.com

(INSTITUTIONS & HOUSES )

. Ignatius School Gumla Samtoli by a group of athletes escorted by the school
A team of 36 High School and Int€ollege boys teachers on motor bike$he national flag and the
and girls took part in th€hakravyuh a mega eventChakravyuhflags were hoistedThe competition
of sports and athletics held at. $/ary's Samtoli. was declared open by MEkka. Mr Birsa Manijhi,
In the Inter college and plus two categories our boyige-President of the Zila Parishad, .M\eil Justin
and girls lifted the overall championship. KaramchaB&ck and MrRakesh Lakra, th&/ard members, were
and Etawari Kumari of t3gnatius were declared theyresent on this occasiofihe honoured guests were
best athletes. welcomed by ErPhilemon Ekka, the Principal of
AROUSE convened arMDGs programme at St, Mary's High School and Inter College. It was
St. Xavier's Doranda to sensitize people to protect faowed by welcome dances by Blary's boys and girls.
environment, and save the mother earth. Qrifiére |n his address MiIEnos Ekka advised the participants
was stakeholder workshop on "Role of Millenniumd give due importance to sports and athletics also
Development GoalsMDGs) in EducationSystem because these give ample job opportunities.
and the Prospectiv8eyond 2015". On 12 There were 415 participants (High school
Fr. Thomas Barla flew to Belgium to attendioial boys: 1l teamsH. S.girls: 9 teams; Inter College boys
meetings with our collaborators regarding lheGs and girls: 4 teams each) of 23 High Schools and
progammes. 4 Inter Colleges from Simdega, Gumla, Khunti and
As the Matric and Intermediate exams began tRanchi districts participating in this mega event.
school campus looked crowdekthose of us busy invarious events were conducted by the teachers of
the school remained always on our toes. OH, 28t. Mary’s andU.C. Samtoli under the guidance
despite busy and hectic schedule we took some tighe rs. Philemon Ekka, Sikand&irkey and Ireneus
to relax and share companionship by going for omsppo.
community picnic to Bardih Parish. Coming together  On the final day (Feb9the Hon'ble Education
of two Jesuit communities enhanced our joy aminister Smt. Geetashree was the Chief Guest of the
celebration.Thanks to Bardih brethren for receivingay She arrived here around 4.30 p.m and was accorded
us willingly and generouslyFeb. 27 was yet anotheg very warm welcome with two action sordagpur
wonderful and joyous day for us Jesuits of the Shankér KoraandJohar Jharkhangresented by the boys
Zone who came together in Kunkuri at the bank of thad girls of & Mary's andJ.C. She witnessed a few
Eeb RiverThis inter province mutual sharing deepeng@ms, especially the relay races. She gave away the
our Jesuit companionship and egiezed us for our prizes and spoke encouraging words to the students
mission. and all present ther@hough she had planned to be
Fr. Sanjay D. Ekka With us only for some time, when she saw the grandeur
of the event she remained here for almost two hours. It
Mary's High School, Samtoli was really a grand success. In the High School category
St. Petets Tongo and Janta School Noadih were the
Champions for boys and girls respectively while
St Ignatius +2 boys and girls were the Champions in
Inter College categoryhe best athletes: High school
(boys) - Suman Minj (S Petels Tongo), High school

After a gap of a couple of years tBhakravyuhstarted
on Feb.7 with lighting omashalat Mahaveer Chowk
Simdega by MrEnos Ekka, the MLAof Kolebira
constituency Thereaftermashalwas brought to
Fr. Joseph Moens stadium at Blary’s High School
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(girls) - Neelu Ekka (Janta School Noadih), Inter  On the occasion of 2@0anniversary of the

College (boys) - Karamcharippo (3. Ignatius +2 Restoration of the Societyonal workshop was held

Gumla) and), Inter College (girls) - Etwari Kumaron Feb. 13 and 14 in which 28 Jesuits were present.

(S. Ignatius +2 Gumla). Many of the prizes werErs.Alex Ekka and Louis Francken were the resource

donated by some of our well wishers. Big thanks to thgpersons. Everyone appreciated the programme and
On 10", Frs. Christopher Lakra adex Ekka all are inspired by it.

arrived here to conduct a two-day workshop on  On Feb. 19, Hdmann Social Centre conducted

Renewal for the Simdega zone. Leaving aside ausocial awareness programmeQ@ur Heritage and

daily educational and pastoral works, all th€ulture for the High School boys. Boys were happy

19 members of Simdega zone took active part in tned satisfied for getting such an opportunity to learn

workshop guided by our two facilitators. new things. On 21 the Matric and Intermediate Exams
On Feb. 21, EVijay M. Tirkey took the stdfof started due to which all the classes for the High School

the English Medium School to Puri and Bhubaneshwaere suspende@he next dayFrs. PatrickAmrit and

for an excursion. Schs Pradeep Soreng and JamBe®asil went to Dolda to join the FinAlows

Peter Balmuchu also joined thelhey were back to celebration of ErZacharias.

St. Mary’s on 24. SS +2 was the centre for our Ranchi $. Xaviers College Community took

Matric Board examinees whil&C Girls’ H. Swas the initiative to make Feb. 27 a special day by bringing all

centre for Intermediate students. Board exams wéessuits working in Khunti Zone together for a picnic

conducted from Feb. 21 onward. at Dolda.All the Jesuits of the Zone appreciate
On Feb.27, the members of the Shankh zo, Rector and community for their goodwill and

namely Loyola Kunkuri, Shanti Bhavan Jashputhoughtfulness. It was truly a happy moment to be

Gumla and Simdega Zones had an annual picnic atttigether

bank of Eeb River close to Kunkuri. It was a good

chance to strengthen our bond of friendship as members

of the Society Vidya Jyoti Delhi

Fr. Amrit Lakra

Fr.1saac Bte A sequence of remarkable episodes fabulously
knitted the month of Februarfhe 3¢ years had
their Ad Audsexam from Feb.3-8. On"7we had a

On Feb. 1 Matric boys of Loyola hostel were givetommunity mass for the repose of late Mrs.Grace
farewell. Special prayers werefefed for them for Das the departed wife of MDas our head cook.
their success in the Board Exams. Augustine On the same evening we had a recollection talk
encouraged them to work hard. Fr Patrick gave thé&y Fr. Anil D’Almeida which churned us spiritually
a file and a pen as signs of best wishes. from within. On thevalentines Day we had a talk on

On the following day Frs. Patrick, Pradeep nter-cultural Theology by Dr Franz, anAustrian
Amrit and Br Basil went to Bundu to participate irDiocesan priestThe next dayFrs. Francis Minj,
the FinaVows Celebration of Frs. Geyer Paul Burh John Mundu and Sch. Bipifiirkey arrived in
and JohnAnuranjan BeckAgain on the feast of Vidyajyoti for the RC meeting which ended on
St. John De Britto, Frs. Patrick, Pradeep andBaisil  Feb. 21.We taruns were elated to see ogurus,
were in Saparom to pray and congratulaté&\Rthres and so we unanimously planned and decided to pay
Minj who took his FinaMows on this day gurudakshina Our gurubhaktitowards them was

A group ofAthletes, accompanied by threexpressed with aAgape dinner on 19 On 16"
teachers, left on Feb. 6 for Samtoli to take part in thtternoon, Prof. DrLeo from the Gregorian
Chakravyuh.Fr. Augustine was present on the findUniversity addressed the scholastics on Public
day to give them moral suppoithey came back Theology
with three gold, two silver and one bronze medals, Feb.22¢ was a historic day in the lives of
and lot of enriching experiences. Oh8LC boys and forty-one 3! year theologians who were ordained
girls went to Rani Fall for their annual picnicdeacons by Most Rerchbp Anil Couto, D.D. of
They shared the buses with Karra School as a sigmeflhi Archdiocese. Congratulations and best
their concern for their needy brethren. wishes to Deacomnajit Kalyan Kujur, Ravi Bhushan

S. Michael’'s Residence Khunti
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Xess and Suresh MarcAmd. The wholeVidyajyoti On 27", we had a community meeting in view of
and College community were actively involved tthe Lenten preparation which was followed by the
make this memorable event a success. Spedinhg group dinner
thanks to Fr Medard who prepared the deacons

both spiritually and litugically. From the next

day onward the deacons have begun breaking BNC Pune

Word of God both in the house and collegfhe month of February kicked fofiith the closing
chapels. Pr_alse the I__ord_! .BIPaFras had a NarroWeeremony of a two-day De Smet-de Marfgef
escape while travelling in a rickshaw which gQhternational Conference DV, with its theme
topsy-turvy in the middle of a busy street. Willi IS «1hg Fysjon of the Eastern avdestern Hermeneutics’”.
busy dusting his notes on Psalms as he prepais»d \ve celebratedhassipicnic with ourJDV
himself to take classes for th¢' §ears. Rosario 5nqpnc workers. On 8, Rt. RevValerian D'Souza
seems to be putting on weight as he is one of @ghon emeritus of Pune ordained 35 deacons in the
new members in the kitchen committee. Papal Seminary Chapelen of them were Jesuits.
Deacon Ravi DNC organized a felicitation programme in the
Tarunoday evening to congratulate the newly ordained deacons.

We started the month of February with thﬁ”niChotanagpur Cultural Committee and Santal

community picnic on the bank of a nearby river in stry_ group kept Hiemseivesgbusy V\.”t.h the
the Birsa University Campudhe picnic was well preparation for thénnual Pune Santassociation

organized by the kit-com which was rnucBaha Poobh. The Pune Santdlssociation includes

; . .|ﬂ1e Santali people residing in Pune and Mumbai.
appreciated by allWe also had a cricket match i e Baha Pobb was celebrated on 61t was a

;VQIS d?ggufhsé Fr(;)sm elTe: c c?;rtgien Seti)oga ;iaerwsg deﬂ]@on of Santals both Christians and non-Christians.
n 49 pt g 0. Y The'Dobo Johat was the centre of attraction.
Fr. Biju, while the ¥ year men haédnthropology of On 2%, the JDV Philosophy Department

Religi(_)n by il Fran@s. Orje the comml_mity organizeda one-day Inter College Philosphy
participated I thel@nakiofgRally ordgijzed ConferenceThe theme of the conference wWasnder
by Bandisgiiiga aggl grofgpn the MEabag i]scrimination in Science, Society and Religion.

ground on the issue of the Red Border Saree . .
Our Lady There was a huge crowd and the unity & udents from dilerent colleges of Pune University

) . -
the tribal was seen in the Ral®n 14", Sch. Bipin, agtrjtJigV;)tr:dseigtzd :Vr\]lil_r dzaggf;ij Zﬁzrg airrlﬁﬂgltiets
Frs. Francis and John left for Delhi to attend t P P y

PAC Meeting and returned enthused of.22n 17", P(he_rlnlnar r?t Lona?/lﬁ, (()jn the12722-23. [ laFlectures on
Fr. Shailendra Bara came toTR to teach the ' 0>CPY conciudedon

Gospel according totSMark to the first years Sch. \lly

and continued till the following montkAt the [oyola College Chennai

: | : :
same time the "2 years Journeye(_j vx{lthtSI_DauI ©© The month of Feb. was a blessed one as everyone
be zealous preachers and missionaries guid

: experienced good health of body and mind. Loyola
by Fr. IgnatiusTete. On 22, Fr. Henry went to
Dolda for the final profession of /FZak Purti College conducted the annual sports day on Feb.7

On 239, Sch. Bipin and Sch. Pradeep joine:cé;r Shift-I' and on Feb.8 for ‘Shift-1I'. @idents

e ly presented their respective departments in the
Prem Nagarone of our ministry places, for picnic. march pastAll the participants were excited and
The Tarun scholastics started breaking th P P P

word of God in diferent places from 24onward. elated with OI_ymplc spirit of sports. o
X : : L Fr. Erenius attended a meeting of Jesuits in
The T years delivered their homilies in th

: . ; cience andrechnology Forum of SoutAsian
community and the "™ years in the parish an .
CIP. Again on 26, we participated in the RallyASS|stancy held on Feb. 15 and 16 at J®sepls

organized by BandhuTirkey and group on College, BangaloreThe Jesuit community of

the Morhabadi groundihe theme of this Rally wasArrUpe Niwas hos_ted it and FPraveen Martls
(Rector and Principal) was the localganizer

the demand for th®omicile Niti in Jharkhand.

Sch. Pradeepiikey
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Fr. S. Ignacimuthu the coordinator of the Forumatrachauli

conducted the proceedings of the meetingally finally, the work on the new building of Ladda
28 Jesuits from twelve dérent provinces of India jjlage-school began on Feb. Bhanks to the &brts
and Sri Lanka participatedhe fields encompassecyf Fr. Geoge Kerketta S.J; a new plot of land
were: cloud computing, fuzzy logic, solar and wingias donated for this purpose by a villagér part
enepy, clear waterdrug discovery related to variougf the plot had been used for the brick kiln, so it was
diseases, ganic farming, biosensors, functionahecessary to level it for the building sit€he
analysis, plant tissue culture, conservation, biodiversigynstruction work is going on smoothly and
waste management, biodiesel, vermin-compost angretty fast.

eco-planningThe participants emphasized the need On Feb. 4, all three of us participated in the
for taking up research in the field of ecolofyy the Ceremony of the Fina¥ows of Fr Anthres Minj at
evening of the first day the participants were tak&aparom.The School stdfand students and
on a study tour of the campus to have first-hasdme of the parishioners saw to it that it was a
experience of the research facilities and solar pangigmorable day

provided in the college. Later they were also taken Our Middle School and the Janta High
to Indian Institute of Science Bangalore to visit tHgchool had the Sport®ay on 7. Two village
world class Nano-science facility schools of Ladda and Purio also had been invited

On Feb.20 community celebrated diamorf@r the occasionThe month of February was one of
jubilee of our spiritual fatherFr. Maliyakal in Picnics.The staf picnic to the Jonha Fall was of*i_.8
the Society of Jesudo make the evening morel hen came the turn of the students; the Middle
enjoyable Schs. Sameeklok and Levi ETR) School children made a trip to Hirni Fall on™26
performed a beautiful dance which was wefoth the staff and the students enjoyed their
appreciated by all. exposure to the natural beauty immensely

Loyola College conducted “ 8&raduation Day On Feb. 10 evening, FElvius Kujur was
Ceremony” on Feb. 22. Hon'ble Justice R. Sudhaki#<en to Manresa House as he was not keeping

Madras High Court delivered the Graduation Da\g?”' Aiter a day on 12'he was admitied in the Seva

Address and the rank holders were awarded payaAra _Gate. H_e_ Wef‘t through varlo_us t?StS'
the year 2012-13. owever his condition is slowly deteriorating.

In commemoration of the 20nniversary of jle s half paralyzed ongyie g _side, unable to
the Restoration of Society of Jesus and t17§|Deak clearly and eatoLpprasue SURIIE!Y be a

: . ) .. t rt for him during this time of farfng.
anniversary of New Madurai Jesuit Mission & catSuPport for him during this time of &2ring

. “Reading the footprint d Maki Our head catechispllen Kerketta, went to his
seminar-on “keading the 100tprints and Makingq | reward on Feb. 20. He had been admitted in
History” was conducted for the Jesuits in a

) ev Kamal hospital for brain malaria and some
around Chennai on Feb. 27. On the same evenfifler complications on 14 For a week he had

Fr. Charles Bages, S.J., from L\/Iaryland Provinc,een kept in the ICU but he could not recovée was
addressed the gathering on “Suppression of fi&ied in his native place Kundi on 2With a

Society of Jesus” which certainly motivated everyorg ot notice a good number of parishioners came to
to become a better Jesuit. bid him the final farewell.

Fr. Erenius& Schageer Emmanuel Horo

(ASSAM MISSION )

Jesuit BhavanTezpur - . . :
P Mission. The main topics we discussed were how to

The Assam Mission Jesuit&nnual Meeting 2014: make our Communities more vibrant and supportive
There was a meeting at Jesuit Bhaviezpur to each othés ministries so that it becomes a mission.
Feb. 5-6, for all the Jesuits working Assam Then we planned in detail how we can meaningfully
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celebrate the Restoration of the Society in thwas fromAssam Mission, FiSylvanus Kerketta from
bicentenary Jubilee CelebratioWe plan to have aRanchi and FrAnand Pereira from Kohima Region.
good power point presentation for the people as wélh Feb.14, Bishop MichagkasiusToppo ofTezpur

as for the priests and religious working in Bongaigaayave away the diploma to all those who participated in
Dibrugarh andezpur Diocesedhis ppt. will include the workshop. In his address he appreciated the
the interviews of the pioneer missionaries and of thpenness of the Jesuits who invited others also for the
people about the life and works of the Jesuitsssam. workshop and asked all to be more cooperative and
This power point will be released on July 31, on tlgenerous in sharing to build up the kingdom of God in
occasion of the feast oft.9gnatius Loyola. JesuitsTezpur Diocese.

working in Bongaigaon Diocese have planned to share Fr. Xavier Lakra
about the Restoration of the Society during th
monthly Recollection with the priests in the month
March.Another plan we have is to write the histor@n Feb.3, the sttimeeting was @anized to plan for
and development of thisssam MissionThe history the forthcomingKisan Mela In the gathering it was

of each centre will be printed and given to the peoptkscussed to hold another meeting at Chapaguri village

In our annual meeting priorities in the pastorah Feb. 8 to chalk out the detailed programme.
field were focused. It was planned that survey of the Mary Paul Ekka the Project Coordinator
parishes could be done in March afpril. Gana organized a village meeting on Feb. 8 wheré&3eoge
Chetna Samaj will help in tabulation work. In thiSoreng explained in detail about the objectives of
Jubilee yeamovices of diierent congregations, namelykisan Mela Villagers also discussed on the work
Jesuits, 8 Anne and Holy Cross, are invited to ouglivision among them for the betterganization. In
different parishes for faith formation and spirituahe meeting FrGeoge appreciated the initiative of
renewal through retreats and preparing the faithful fiple Farmers’ Club of the village.
different sacraments. On Feb. 1, Kisan Melawas oganized by the

In the educational line, ARanjit Horo explained Gcsin collaboration with Farmers’ Clubs at Chapaguri
the JEA meetings’ outcome in Pune, Gujarat apfilage under Balipara Block of Sonitpur District.
Hazaribag, in which he has participatédteam Besides the members of the four Farmers’ Clubs from
is formed of the Principals who will work out the plangifferent villages more than 1,000 people were present
in order to provide quality education for thejeetrgroup - for themela The centre of attraction was the exhibition

Fr. Xavier had been to Ranchi on Feb. 7 for thg different agricultural products and implements,
extended consult but after reaching Ranchi he cam@@stock, house hold used materials, ef€he Chief
know that the meeting was postp_oned for the _mor@r@jest for the programme was B®.0. of Balipara
of March. So he made use of the time by attending f§&yelopment BlockThe Guests of Honour were the
gami of his motherHe went to J_harna Nowt_late OMhssistant General ManagedABARD, the Directoy
March 8 where he shared with the novices thgna Chetana Samaj, the Scientists from Kvighjan
opportunities and challenges of thesam Mission.  kendra, Tezpur and the BlocAgricultural Oficer.

On Feb. 10, in the evening he addressed R&wral programme waalso oganized where the
students of Minor Seminary Ranchi with the help Buth, women and the childresf our study centres
P_ower point presentation and shargq with them ertained the peoplBhe objectivef organizing such
history, challenges and opportunities Asam , orq5ramme was to motivate, inspire and encourage
Mission. He invited the students to join for RESamM g ¢armers to work together for more production and

Mission from the beginning. FXavier celebrated theincrease their family income.

Eucharist with the students on the following morning The GCS dance team and the girls of Bunderhag
in their chapel. He went backAssam on Feb. 13. village were found busy with practicing tRelivasi

kPhrOJect Proposa(; V\;r\ljtlng_taBnhd manageme%lk dances which were in preparation for the video
workshop was arranged at Jesuit Bhatepur from recording next month. FGeoge was always there to
Feb. 10 to14. It was mainly for the Jesuits but OUt&r?ct the team

17 participants only 3 Jesuits participated and the res With the sponsorship of NABARD, on Feb. 28,

were the Sisters from dérent congregations an .
Priests offezpur Dioceseimong the Jesuits FAnup qhe GCS aganized an Exposure Programmefor four
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Farmers Clubs of Balipara and Missamari area on tlanas Bansbari
E?srvrvnar':g?r? rgﬂ::igrgg?o?giﬁzmgsIgztltzgit;ag OlFr. Laurentus Klrp p_artlmpated in the_ annual meeting
in the programme of the Assam Mission at the Jesuit Bhavan from
The whole through the month. MManohar Feb. 4 to 6. On 15th,_the Marathon race was held_for
Kuiur the Proiect Coordinator b’ i the students oftSXawer’s School Manas Bansbari.
ujur the Froject Loordinator was busy meeting agf .o yi ang villagers were present to encourage the
discussing W'th the members of the_SeIf Help GrouE’t"?ildren.There were annual sports days from 24 to
and th_e Presidents and_ Secretques of _the_ 9roYRSThe sports ground was decorated well which
regarding the refund Qf_mlcro credit loan. His visits as a big attraction for the parents and guardians
23 SHGs yielded positive result. who came to see the various events ofedtt days.
George@eng Students were divided into 4 Houses. Each House
had made a beautifulent for its participants.
Fr. Michael Elango, the Principal oft.SAlbert
Feb.12 will be the red letter day in the history &chool Bongaigaon, was the chief guest for the
Mushalpur parish because on this day the foundatinauguration of the Sports Day 2014.The team spirit
for the convent building for the Franciscan Sisters ghd cooperation was visibly observed among the
Our Lady of Graces was laid and blessed by the Pagaldents. Later on 28th, Parents’ Day was celebrated
Priest, FrVital Ekka, S.JAll the Sisters, teachers andn the school. FiXavier Lakra, S.J was the chief guest.
some of the students were present for the blessing md John Osga, a candidate for thesam Mission,
laying foundation.Thereafter construction work ishas joined the Jesuit Community of Manas Bansbari
going on very fast although due to light showers fen Jan. 25. He is fully involved in the parish as well
3-4 days it had slowed down. as in the school activities.
On Feb.13, FrVital set out for Pune to attend
the JERSA Convention with 3 other priests from th%engalee
Assam Mission. He came back with rich experience
on 23 hale and heartyrhis year we have good andn the beginning of Feb., FPeter Mahendra had
rich harvest of mustard crops. gone to Kolkata for his LMB classes for a week. Fr
Fr. Ajay Tirkey S.J. was given the clggr of an Mukul went toTezpur for theAnnualAssam Mission
External Oficer for ongoing matriculation exams aMeeting. Since FiTelephones health was not so good
Mushalpur Higher secondary examinations centre. Hiering the last two months, he could not join the
had a tough task to handle the students and invigilatAgsam missiodnnual Meeting. He had complain of
in conducting fair examination. Four teachers ebntinuous stomach pain and often getting stomach
St. Xaviers Mushalpur were also examinatiompset. He went for a check-up but the doctors did
invigilators. not find anything wrong and declared him normal.
Feb.20-22 were the daysArinual Sports. It was At present he is taking boiled food and feels some
very colourful and successful. On"22he Chief Guest improvement.
was Lieut.Vishwas Rathore who stressed on the On Feb. 12, ErMukul blessed the foundation
sportsmanship for the integral personality developméoit the §. Anne's Convent buildinght present both
of the students. He said physical fitness gives frable Convent Residence and the Church building are in
mind and helps to study well and grow in wisdom afuiogress. FEiTelesphore is having a very hectic time
knowledge. Diferent sports-items were kept for all thén managing the schools, study materials, building
students of various categorigdl the students took materials, etc.
part in the sports events very enthusiasticélig Green Fr. Mukul, left for Pune on IRitself for the
House became the champion and grabbed the tropHyfASA Convention. He came back on"2with
On 27th, FrXavier Lakra, S.J., the Delegate afiew insights and renewed vigo&r. Peter Mahendra
the Provincial of Ranchi had a flying visit testays in Konapathar village since last Dec. 2013
Mushalpur en route to Manas BansbariAfay Tirkey so that he could motivate the tribals for
also joined him to participate in the Parents' Day thegglucation.

Fr. Vital Ekka Telespore Lakra

Mushalpur

Fr. Laurentus Kiro
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S. Ignatius Loyola Parish The second and third places were honoured with
medals and certificateEhe Police In-ch@e was very
ngpy with this event. He had golden photographs with
O}he students and cheered up the sports persons. He
n%pepreciated the management and school for such a
Rrogramme.

Feb. was an occasion of collaborating and support
each other in our Gossaigaon Sub-divisionJ&rome
Dungdung and Sdyoti Mackwan, SCJM, participate
in the blessing of the Nortre Dame Sisters’ reside
on Feb.1-2 in Kashiabari, Soraibil Parish. On the Sa TheAnnual Sports Day began with the arrival of

day they joined thA&nnual Parish Sabha of.Zlaret the Chief Guest, thésst. Commandant of CRPF

Mission of Kochugaon Parish and helped t . : S .
parishioners. FPradeep Kullu participated in the Bon&‘\ﬁaktalgaon, Mr Nilkamal Vardwaj with his 12

Annual Sabha in Soraibil Parish and presided over %%?;;rgﬁghsa?igﬁséﬁfegoonfoggrr;b?: 'Xazg‘[t;ai\%e
Eucharist in Boro language. . o . '
ojja, . Claret Mission, Kochugaomhe Chief Guest

Fr. Prapleep Kullu angl SIE_armeI, R attendedspd the Guest of Honour and all dignitaries were
the Bc_)ngalgaon Examlna_tlon Boarq meeting feceived by Frs. Jerome Dungdung, Domfopno
Bong_algaon on'8 In the parish Catechists’ Meetm%rqdeep Kullu, and Sdyoti. They wére led to tr’le
we pllscussed ?b‘)“t the programmes for the Je%’a{ndalwith parade and drumbeats and a resounding
novices and sister novices who come for theallr lause
ministries in our parishMe considered matters like bp The.first event of the dav was welcome sona b
annual contribution, Mass intentions, rectification anqI 4 y g by

marriage preparations etc. In the year of the”‘ZO@I houses, followed by lighting of the lamp by

anniversary of the Restoration of the SJ, we intendlgé' Fl\él||i§agg:g/a|£?ggj’ath§r Sglrifmiugztngggntgeg n%y

frt];essaﬁghfalth-formatlon and Regewal Programmesdl carmelThe second event was lighting of the Sports
pFr Jérome Dunaduna took part in the ASR Torch, lit by the Chief Guest and MBenedict Soren
' gaung P 8f class IX ran with the torch one full round on the

Converfliignuge'd agpDV PREE, from FER 18'2ﬁports ground and placed it respectfully on its place
FraBamaiesapno hal an eyeeperationgifisane The School Flag was hoisted by the chief guest

successfullyAfter getting well he returned to theassisted by the principal, Fradeep KulluThe Chief

community pafely Rz Jerdmg arrived§ack toGuest, Mr Nilkamal Vardwaj, was requested by the
Kathalguri on 23 from Pune. ) ) :
Matriculation: The first batch of 14 students o omma_nders - Chle_fs ) MS' Myina’a Soren and
: . . . Mr. Christopher Mardi - to inspect the 8 platoons for
our Loyola School appeared for their Matrlculatlonh h h h-taki led b
from Grahampur Higher Secondary Schoo eMgrc Pasihe oath-Eingee SIS 'ec by
r. Michael Hasdakbf Class X. All students took

Grahampur .
Solar Light and 30 KV Generator: Loyola Egasrit)cvand resolved to be the better citizens of

School has got the light facilities with the installations _ _
of 15 KV Solar Light and 30 K\GenerataAs a result Common Drills: The Common Dirills for 5

we have introduced the computer class for the studefit§lutes was another centre of attraction for the
spectators. Common drills on drumbeats was a

Loyola School:Annual Sports Day fascinating display by the participants of the four
Under the able leadership of Pradeep Kullu, Loyola houses in their colourful-shirts.
School conducted a historAnnual Sports Day on Mar ch past: The Commanders in chiefs -

Feb.25-26 in KathalguriThe Marathon race on 25 Ms. Munimala Soren and MEhristopher Mardi - got
added the taste of sports day for 150 Boys and gifi§ permission from the Chief Guest for the March
when they ran 7 K.M., starting from Joypua Mornai, - past Al the 8 platoons in their colourfill-shirts did
Dingdinga, and back to Loyola Schobhe Marathon y,qir pest but the best March Past prize went to the
race was escorted by 3 motor cyclists, 20 voluntegiig,e House. Congratulations to the House leaders and
and the local police vehicle besides 2 huge flags a)eihe 4 houses and all three judges and thésstaf
each at either end opened the eyes of the people. Mr \y/elcome speechFr. Pradeep Kullu, S.J., the

Lucas Hasdak’ and Ms. Nigeeta Kandulna won t&incinal gave a welcome speech and expressed his
Gold Medals clocking 30 and 37 minutes respectlve&faﬂtude to FrFelix Pinto, who helped him to bring

8



the Chief Guest along with him. He also welcomedembers and students for thefoets and co-operation
Mr. Nilkamal Vardwaj, theAsst. Commandant,in making the day successful and historic. He extended
Fr. Felix Pinto, the Guest of Honour; yavid Bojja, his heartfelt thanks to all the School Managing
theAsst. Parish Priest, Kochugaon; all the dignitari€@mmittee Members, Parish Council members, Mr
and invited guests with the traditionAksamese Timothy Tudu, the Secretary of tiparganabaisyall
Gamosha as a token of appreciation. He extendedVWanjhibabasof our locality guardians and parents.
special thanks to the SSB, Gossaigaon for giving kigally sports day concluded by singing the national
5 tents and training our students how to make the teathem.The principal declared one day holiday for
Thanks to the SSButhorities for their help. He alsothe School.

extended his appreciations to all our School managing Lunch package:Lunch was prepared and served
committee members, Parish council members, youtt®sall ourVIPs and invited guests in the class room
Catechists, Manjhibabas, well- wishers, parentsssta#long with the stdfmembersAfter the fellowship
and students and all the audience for their preserigeal all dispersed.

He also appreciated the students, participants of Fr. Jerome Dungdung
different events of the dalfle thanked the school d&af Prothrapur (Andaman)

and volunteers to make the day a memorable and -
historic one. St. Paul of the Desert Church at NéMimblitan,

. . mainly theTamil speaking Communitgelebrated its
SpeclOIeT ChigpGuestMr. N LeliiE f gst day with gusto on Feb A% spiritual preparation

Vardwaj, expressed his happiness and joy in a sim{ﬁ1 . ;
: . € faithful conducted a novena.. Bravid extends
way. He SRRIGQRL T eIDgp his help to reach Loy Is sincere thanks to all the Fathers who helped

School, Kathalguri. He said in his message that he_| . o
ever ready to render his valuable service to Loyilg1 [ SEPFSWIERIng QRNCRggia by availing

School at any time. He appreciated and encourage lmselves s pecidiy f_or the_ e aalion of I—_|o|y
the athletes, sti énd the institution for giving ann. T 0%t e Dias, S amingt Blair
opportunit); to the students to discover theDlocese laid _the foundation of new Churqh. He was
potentialities and to shape their lives for their over |SO t_he main (_:elebrant aSSISt.ed 4 flvg priests
cluding Fr David.The wholeTamil Community of

devel dEiusir Prothrapur and Port Blair parish attended the Holy

Events and prize distributions: Different sports Mass. Finallyall the faithful were served a delicious
events for Lkg, Ukg, and Class 1 to 10 were conduciggch.

on the occasion. Mean while the prize distributions A day-long seminar was ganized on 8th for
also took place on the spot by the Chief Guest, eusveer and Balsangh in the parish which consisted
Guest of Honour and dérent dignitariesAll winners  of talk, choir practice, confession and celebration of
were honoured with the certificates and medBf® the Eucharist. SrRosa, in-chaye of Crusveer
winners were encouraged by thundering applaua@iakened the children by her talk on “importance of
The Final events for thet&fs, spoon race for ladiesDiscipline”. Around 80 children participated actively
and 100m race for gents, were the most thrilling. MfBhis seminar was in preparation for the celebration of
Anubha, the oldest teacher of all and. Macharias Holy Childhood Day which was celebrated on
Kujur won the gold medals, Feb. 9The day began with the Mass. Children led the

Vote of Thanks: Mr. Chandan, the sciencditurgy very efectively; later they had also a chance to
teacher gave the vote of thanks first of all to the Ch@® for a picnic towandoor where they enjoyed
Guest, Mr Nilkamal Vardwaj and his 12 securitythoroughly o o
guards, to FrFelix Pinto and all the dignitaries for ~ AS the SCC is given the topmost priority in the
their presence and encouragements. He expressedifese, we take it very seriously and try to make the
special thanks to the SSB, Gossaigaon for ﬁ@éthful_ aware of |t.Con$eql_JentIy one of the ways to
generosity in providing 5 tents for all four houses afgke it active and &ctive is to celebrate the feast
for the guests. He extended his special gratitude®fdtS patron saintTherefore, on Feb.4, the feast of
the School Principal and the Headmistress for giviry 0NN De Britto was celebrated at Pagjuaida
us a platform where both the dtahd the studentsWnereas on Iith, the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes at

could discover their talents. He thanked all thef stAystinabad.
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Catholic Maha Mahila Sangh of South Zon€he second one was by MdavinToppo working in
had their convention at Fergamj parish on 1§ where theAccount Ofice. He shared his personal experiences
140 women from Prothrapur parish participateahd challenged the youth to put their hundred percent
actively They had very pleasant experiences of a befforts to keep the goal always highpicnic was part
journey talks, lunch and all other programmes. of the seminar; they set out for Chidiyatapu for lunch

The Youth Day was celebrated in a uniquand enjoyment. FAnil Kandulna, the assistantPof
manner on 23 It began with the Eucharist followediglipur parish came back tAndaman refreshed
by talks.The first talk was on “PositivAttitude” by after his home visit and JEBA meeting which was
Mr. Sebastiairkey. He is associated with the Redteld in Pune. He also brought along with him two
Estate Network marketing. He is also the Genesalung boys to help in the kitchen as you know that all
Secretary of th&routh Congress. He awakened thiaree Jesuit parishes are without a cook; but we still
youth with his enthusiastic and creative presentatior@ed one more cook.

Fr. David

( DIASPORA )

Rome men and women of our time as the Good Samaritan
t?wig' More than 300 Catholic communicators from

After th_e conc_lusm_n of the JgFSt Semestengaie] over 80 countries participated in the Congress who
Gregorian University reopened for the regular classes. "~ ° L, : .

. were invited to distinguish their action by values
on FEUNURR . SUEin and Sylverius had Workseuch as solidarityconcern and friendship to promote
hard before and during the exams and seem to be haho ¥ ptop

and content with their performance as well as with t Le%an glonigisgiggeand regon@iBERD as indelible
results. For Kulwant, the First Semester was atimect%mponents of TRGQ new yRvalEsationvo

explore and learn many new things - language, peO@Iommunlcators, FiGaston Robee, SJ, pioneer of

e : . :
place and culture of Rome. Now that he is accustomy r&i‘ R MeREEReation in diGERRRIR0land

to the Roman way of life, he hopes to march forwa ou Jaoude, Founder of the Catholic Information

. . . ntre in Lebanon, were honored by SIGNIS Life
with re_newed vigour and conflde_nce. Fpr Suman a (ghlevement award.SIGNIS, thalorld Catholic
Sylverius, the current Semester is the final Semester;,  ~ .~ . y B X ;

. " \ssociation for Communication, is a worldwide
and hence, both are seriously busy writing their

dissertation to obtain Licentiate in SpiritualiBespite ne_tvx_/ork of vommarnicaricg p_rofessnonals anc_i IS
their busy schedule, both of them dedicate their tir%g'c'a.”y _recogmzed by t_ha/_atman gy Cathollp

' orpanlzatlon for communication. It has consultative
S

for various apostolates as part of their pastora% . ; :
g RO atus at UNESCO, ECOSOC (United Nations in
expericriCe SIFREL.25, el e comeforarbeneva and Nework) and the Council of Europe.

informal visit to Collegio Gesu, the Scholasti . .
, . ' ustin has benefitted a lot from the Congress and hopes
community where Kulwant lives. He presided over the . . ; : o
. . . tQ put his experiences into practice to make his mission
Eucharistic celebration and later joined the Scholast] . . . .
adiovatican more dicacious and fruitful.

for the supperHis cordial and personal meeting withy

each Scholastic was a kind gesture to encourage thgr’aig&%igrfrt%rg glsirirti%lljiltar g]f) ;Jrrzeg’h:n:\/sa'ds tigmbg
all in their primary mission in Rome, that is, to stuaI b y g g y

and to be dfcacious instruments of the new')réhaedmg the commentary of Mahatma Gandhi's work

evangelization for the future.
Justin participated in the SIGNI®/orld

$ory of My Experiments withriith.According to
Linus, the Bhagavadgita can be classified under the

: ook of Spiritual Exercises, which has taught
Congress 2014 in Rome from Feb. 25 to March O, L o 2
The theme of the Congress was "Media for a Cultur|scernment of the spirits for centuries to those Indians

) : . - W%O read and meditated it as their tradition. Mahatma
?Lzeggi'g%g?Qg!ﬁ%%?i‘g'g;ﬁii';'ﬁgvpeglgir;go&andhi was one of them, who searched for truth based

Maria Celli, President of the Pontifical Council fo n the Bhagavadgita. Of late some Europeans are

Social Communications. Recalling the words o‘?k'ng great interest in it, and the Church cannot

Pope Francis he said that the mostimportant challe{‘%nore it for long, but understand its contribution to

e .
faced by Catholic communicators is to get closer t manity
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During the FirstWeek of the Second Semesterere delighted to welcome all of them in their
of the AcademicYear His EminenceTelesphore P community Sr. Bimla Minj, OSU and SrJacinta
CardinalToppo was here in Rome almost for one we@axla, OSU extended their heartfelt thanks to all the
for the Consistory and for some important meetingsarishioners for their cordial welcome and
Our students - Kulwant, Suman and Sylverius, ahdspitality In the evening, all the Ranchiites gathered
those of RanchArchdiocese Pradeefpbias and together to share their profound mission experiences.
Gulshan - had just concluded their First Semestdl of them were inspired and enriched with their
exams with good resultdnd so, the presence of Hiopen sharinglThey seem to be very happy and willing
Eminence during the first few days of the Secomd render their selfless service to the people of
Semester became a source of joy and encouragent@ayiana. On Feb. 16, MMichael Thomas, the new
He kindly accepted the invitation to spend one eveniD®O (District Development Giter) of Karasabai in
with Ranchi Jesuits and tAechdiocesan SeminariansSouth Pakaraimas, Region # 9, was warmly welcomed
Prior to meeting us, he was warmly received by thretheir communityHe assured them his commitment;
Rector of the Gregorian University and the Superiat the same time he also requested their cooperation
of the Jesuit communityR. P Rector ofered him the in the developmental work of the regidime Guyanese
recent issue of Gregorianum in Italian as well as ¢elebrated 44th Independence Day with great zeal
English, which presents a panoramic overview ahd enthusiasm on Feb.ZBhey were reminded of
various activities of the Universityhe Superior of their national motto- 'One People, One Nation and One
the communityP Mark Rotsaert, belongs to the lan®estiny'.Fr Freddy D'Souza, SJ, (GUJ) along with
of Fr. Constant Lievens and hence, His Eminence was Eddy Birmingham, SJ, came td.SRobert
received, as usual, with great warmth and enthusiagusllarmine's Catholic ChurcAishalton to help out
Amidst a simple meal arranged in his honadis Fr. Suman Prabhatoppo in his pastoral work.
Eminence shared with us his expectations and visien Freddy preached a three-day retreat to the
for the RanchArchdiocese. His exhortations enthusethndidates for confirmation and.HEddy gave
us all, especially the students to dedicate their follarriage instruction to one hundred couples for
time and engy to prepare themselves for the futura week.
mission. Fr. Elias Surin

Fr Prem Minya (Egypt)

It's almost two months that all educational institutions
On Feb. 1, members of the Chiung Mouth Catholiffrom Kindemgarten to University) are closed in
community in North Pakaraimas were delighted tegypt for various reasons. Reopening was postponed
welcome FrsAnugrahAmar Bage, SJ, and Elias Surintwice. Government has assured to re-open on March
SJinvillage as they came for their Néear visitation. 8. Besides many other challenges, closing of schools
Some of the village churches get the Holy Eucharistgiving a tough time to 6€e going parents, who
once or twice in a year because of inaccessiblllig need to stay at home to look after their children.
priests never failed to appreciate the hard work of the During the winter holidays, every year our high
PLAs (Parish LayAssistants) who keep the churcschool students had the educational trip inside
active and livelyFrom Feb.12-18, the visitation of. SfEgypt. It was not possible this yeaénstead, in the
Jacinta Baxla, OSU, the Provincial of Gumla and ®eginning of Feb., | had arranged a five days' trip to
Bimla Minj, OSU, the General Counsellor fronLuxor for the teachers and their family members.
Belgium to Guyana mission was a blessing for tiéey were altogether 56 in the trip and enjoyed the
Ranchi Jesuits and Ursuline Sisters. Arsl Kishore family bonding while visiting many places.

Tirkey, AnugrahAmar Bage, Elias Surin, Suman On Feb.13, the Near East Province novices began
Prabhaffoppo, SrBernardine Kiro, OSU, SAnima their 30 days' spiritual journey in Cairo under the
Soreng, OSU, SrSeraphina Kerketta, OSU andjuidance of their EDirectotAt the end of Februayy

Sr. Divya Gulab, OSU came together tb Teresa |received an Indian family at my pladéhey are from
Catholic Church Karasabai for Ranchi Get-togethéizoram, posted in Indian Embas8airo.Their interest

Fr. Paul Martin, SJ, the Regional Superior andas in visiting the sites of Holy family in Minya
Fr. James ConwayJ, the superior of interior missiorGovernorate. | accompanied them visiting all these places.
were privileged to be with thenThe parishioners Fr. Bimal Kerketta

Guyana
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Fr. Herman RasschaerSJ (1922-1964)
Martyr for Peace and Communal Harmony

One year after the martyrdom of Herman Rasschaert SJ, 50 years
ago on 24 March, DrAshok Mehta said : “Father Rasschaert SJ was a Man
of Humanity a Man of God."This remains an apt description of who
Fr. Herman wasA Man of Humanity and very human indeed, delightfully so,
which makes him so real to us even after 50 yéaidan of God, of which
his final act of sacrificing his life to give peace and communal harmony a
chance in the midst of communal strive, was the fruit of his lifelong inner
conviction and of his vocation as a Jesuit and as a missionary

Herman was borand brought up in dficult and unjust circumstances.
His father was an ardent Flemish nationalist fighting against the injustices
meted out by the minority who ruled Belgium, a nation which had been
artificially cobbled together in the service of geo-politics of theé déntury
His father was consequently unjustly accused of collaboration (treason)
afterWorld War 1. In order to escape his father flediie Netherlands/here Herman was born in 1922 and
lived for the first 9 years of his life. Even after the family returned to Belgium in 1931, it had to struggle to
make both ends meet and give a proper education telttieidren of which Herman was the eld&stis has
marked Herman. His whole life he remained a fighdensitive to injustice, and intuitively taking the side
of the underdog wherever he was.

In spite of all this, maybe because of it, it was a
very loving and strongly united family built on |a
deeply lived Christian faith. Herman has alwagys
remainedvery close to his family by frequent
correspondence and a feeling of belongingness
which wasa source of strength for him throughouit.
The last letters written before his violent death afe a
testimony to thisThis closeness however did npt
stand in the way of Herman joining the Society|of
Jesus and opting for the Ranchi Missionindia
though it was at first a great disappointment for |his
father who had his own dreams for his son to be a
welcome help to the family and especially to continue
his own dream of bringing freedom from oppression for his pe¥plebig men that they were, they were
able to look beyond towards the same aim: to follow the path to which the Lord invited them for
His Greater Glory and th&ell-being ofAll.

Herman finished his secondary education - Classical Humanities - in the Jesuit High School of
Aalst, Belgium, and joined the Society of Jesus in 1941 in the middNgoofd War 1l. The physical
hardships the novices had to feufbecause of the German occupation brought out the best in Herman,
something which stood him in good stead in the mission. [Akerugh Herman was not the intellectual
type, he thought deeply in a practical way and made him see all that happened in his life from a spiritually
integrated angleThis way of looking at life was also due to his closeness to people in friendship, in
suffering and injustice, in his pastoral desire to be a shepherd and co-pilgrim.
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Having opted for the Indian Missigvhen he joined the novicigtélerman did his Indian Juniorate
from Sept 1943 to September 1944Mepion, followed by two years philosophy in Godinne, both in the
French speaking part of Belgium. By that time howewerld War 1l had ended and another wave of
nasty repression swept through Belgium. It meted out instant retribution, often revenge, for real or imaginet
collaborationwith the German occupying forcesiring the warFather Rasschaert was again a victim of it,
very unjustly and he stdred physically economically and mentally a great deal. It deepfecéd
Herman and deepened in him his inner resolve to fight for peace and justice. Justice, peace and commur
harmony were not idle concepts for Herman. He lived for them and yes, he died for them.

On 19" November 1947 Herman left for India never to return to his homeland
as was the custom then. It was an entirely new life for him. Only the Lord knows
what this meant. Herman threw himself fully into it with a generosity and
enthusiasm and at times with an impulsiveness all of which have always
characterised him.

At first he studied Hindi and did some teaching inJ8hns High School
Ranchi.Then he did hiFheology in Kurseong of which his priestly ordination on
215 November 1954 was the culmination. Herman enjoyed his first priestly
ministry as a % year theologian in the teagardenainly with theAdibasis from
Ranchi who had gone there to escape poverty at home due to unjustly losing their
land to zemindars and greedy tax collectors. On 10 October 1954 he started his ten
years of pastoral missionary life in the Ranchi Mission, in Misstatidds in the jungle and countryside
among théAdibasis. It was his deliberate choice to work among the Mundas to which he had been drawn
since his regency as he felt they were the underdog and he felt deeply with them.

There followed ten fruitful years of pastoral ministride was assistant in Khunti
and then inlTorpa, the place where .RZonstant LievenSJthe apostle of Chotanagpur had begun his near
miraculous missionary work and had laid in 7 years from 1885 to 1894 the foundations of one of the mos
flourishing missions. Herman had a great admiration if not devotion.fardwens since the time of his High
School in Belgium. From 1958 Herman was Parish Priest, first in Karra and then in Kutungia. He took fully to
it. This was what he had dreamt all along since he was 17-18 years of age: a pastor close to his people, one w
his people, fully conversant with their language and culture, and with their daily life strudgdegh there
was a shyness in Herman born out of the adverse circumstances of his childhood, with the consequent loud &
boisterous behaviour as is often the case, Herman was a very sensitive and very loving person always ready
render service: totally given.

And that is how he heard on®2¢harch 1964 from his catechist about the communal troubles in Gerda,
a village that belonged to his parish and where there was a considerable Muslim population. On hearing abo
communal violence in Bangla Desh against Hindus there was much turmoil and restlessness in this part
India, especially when a train from Kolkata brought many Hindu refugees from Bangla Desh for
resettlement to Madhya Pradesh. Revenge was needed, so it was felt, and communal riots broke out
Rourkela on 18 March 196Armed gangs fanned out into the countryside, and also went to Gentlan
murder of innocent peopl@his was great injustice and had to be stopped! “I must go!” “Fathet don’
it is too dangerous, you will be killed!”, said his catechist and teachers and the sisters of Kutungia whc
tried to stop Herman. “No, | am ready to give my liféHis was Herman. He was killed together with
hundreds of Muslims in Gerda trying to bring peace and communal harmony
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“The life of Fr Rasschaert is for all of us a source of inspiration to find courage and strength on our
journey He knew no fear and he invites us to fight communalism” said Mrs Indira Gandhi while unveiling
a portrait of FrRasschaert in Delhi. “He was a man of Humaratynan of God,” said DAshok Mehta.

And may be the biggest tribute of all came from Herméather when he said in Kutungia near the tomb
of his son one year after his martyrdom: “It is the crowning of his life in the service of God and of his
fellow brothers and sisters. It coultibe better!”

Was Father Herman Rasschaert sj a saint? He would have let his booming voice roar with laughter at t
very suggestion of it. He knew himself and his imperfections too well.

And of course he was a saiAnd not just in the sense that all of us in our own way are and try to be
saints. It was more than that. Going back in time from the very moment of his decision to give peace an
communal harmony a chance against all odds, we can see in the lifeRafsBchaert traces of holiness in
his engaged pastorally lived spiritualifyhis became more and more congruent with his closeness to
and involvement with the people, with the poor and the oppressedlatAof Humanity a Man of God”
is the apt description when we see the life and the persontééfman Rasschaestl

Father Louis FranckeB8J has taken this as the title of the short biography whiclvioée onthe
occasion of the 30Anniversary of the Martyrdom of Father Rassch&ttlt is written in English and
in Hindi, printed at the Catholic Press Ranchi and available from LNhc®Dr Satya Bharati,
Dr. Camil Bulcke Path, 834001 Ranchi or fronysaurelsj@yahoo.com
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Strong, robust, flowing beard, and a sonavus voice
Which he himself loved to hear and made good use of.
Missionary to the core, meticulously fashioned

From home, injustice, youth, faith and idealism.

He was a true pastorfor his spread-out flock,
Ready to give his all as he had often prayed,
Mastering their difficult language, and

with a deep respect fortheir culture and customs.

“Father , there is trouble overthere in Gerda™:
A murderous crowd surrounding them and
Shouting at them who ae of anotherfaith,
Which makes them traitors in their eyes.

| must go. | will go. Father, don’t go.

Nothing you can do. How can | not go?

He paced up and down, seeking in his innermost
The very reason forwhich he was hee in this place.

| must go.And he went. He saw fom afar!
Whatever went on in his heart and in his mind,
Now was the time to do what he knew he had to do
If all what he lived for was ever to be true.

Jumping in between he let his voice boom with
Indignation and compassion. It became still.
Would reason and senseenlly prevail?

It was not. They jumped on him and cut him down.

It was not peace that they wanted

For in their brain washed hatred they sought to devour
That for which he was eady to give his life.

The Rasse: a matyr of peace and of botherhood.

Aurel Brys SJ
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LET US REMEMBER IN OUR PRA'ERS :

Mati Tirkey (50), relative of Fr PatrickTete SJ died on March 6, 2014
Mr. Joseph Dungdung (65)elder brother of FiEmile Dungdung died on March 10, 2014.

MARCH April
05 Kujur Frederick 01 TeteAlbinus
Xess Ravi Bhushan 02 Lakra Polycarp
06 Lakra RanjitWalter Ekka Britius
07 Kindo Alexius 04  DungdungAnthres
10 Kujur Habil 06 Barla James
11 Kullu Anil 07  Doongdoonginthony
14 K.C. Philip EkkaVital
16 Baraleo EkkaAnthony
Dungdung Christopher KerkettaAnand
Tirkey John 08 Tete Felix Prakash
17 Barla Henry 09 Guria Cyril
19 Horo Sibil Joseph 11 ToppoAlexius
Soreng Jaywant 12 XessAngelus
21 Lakra Benedict Topno Nicholas
BeckAnandAmar 13  Tete James Pascal
23 Bilung Brice 14 Kiro Sylvanus
25 Soreng Geae Xalxo Pius
27 Tete Nicholas Tirkey Justin
29 Kiro Benedict Toppo Binod
30 Toppo Ranjit P 16 Mathias Joseph B.
18 Lakra Placidius
20 Kerketta Sikander
24 Bara Pramod
KandulnaWilson
25 Kullu Santoshvinay
26 Minj Francis
30 Baxla Emmanuel
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